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ADVERTISEMENT. 

The Author of the Introduction oflFers as an. 
apology for defects in its style and its inadequacy 
to its very important subject, the extreme haste 
in which itiias been composed, through an appre- 
hension that the great question discussed in it, is oa 
the point of decision by his majesty's ministers. 
The speech of Mr. Randolph arrived from America 
on the 30th of last month, and this morning, the 
l^t page of the Introduction has gone to press, 
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INTRODUCTION. 1 



Six montlis had elapsed since the pamplilet 
called " War iti Disguise" was first given to the 
pliblic, without any opponent having entered the 
lists, to dispute before British judges, either the ' 
justice, or the policy, of its views. 

The Editor of the Parisian Argus indeed, who 
degrades the iSnglish language by prostituting it 
to' the service of a tyrant, had favoured that work * 
with ah etirly and honorable censure 5 but at home, 
it had been noticed with uniform assent to the 
truth and impbrtanc^ of those practical conclusions 
to which the Author had reasoned'; and in neutral 
countries it had been encountered only by such 
vague clamours, as scarcely admitted of, much 
less deserved, a reply. \ 

I therefore had no inducement to invoke again 
the attention of th^ pubhc on the great subject 
of our maritime rights. 

Muchj very much, of new argument was offered 
to mie by the awful changes in the state of the 
war, which the treaty of Presburg had occasioned^ 
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but I had reason to believe that enough had 
been said to satisfy Englishmen at least; and I 
hoped that if other nations had objections to offer^ 
they would npt h9 adipftted by our government 
so precipitately^ as to preclude a volunteer in the 
cause of his country from sustaining against them 
the arguments he had advanced. 

On a sudden^ some of these circumstaneei? are 
unexpectedly reversed. 

Within a feifjr days^ a pamphlet has been put 
into my hands^ which under a taore comprehensive 
titl^, discusses the subject of Qur present dispute 
with Ain^rica ; aiid which without professing to be 
an answer to the worlf called " War in Disguise,*' 
controv-erts its most iipport^l^t conclusions. 

Before I had found time to give this ant^gonitt 
deliberate sittention> aaoth^has tsiJc^n up thegaunt^. 
let under the forajidable armour of a reviewer i 
and, at th^ smifi moment, a thi?d| who has not yet 
issued firom th^ pr^ss^ menaqes me with (|eclsured 
hostility in thQ form of le^tiiwate war*. 

But al^. at this mopx^nt a rumour has reached 
my ears, f«tr more alarming th^^n the united attadv 
of the ablest controversial oppcmentd. 

It is s9]d th^t his M^sty's ministem are mn 
the point of giviivg ^ay to the injurious claiour 

* Thf «eppn4 4a,UgQniat alluded tp is a writer in the jast pvlb- 
lished Edinburgh Review. The third is an AmtfiQaxv Wbfif 
. work U announced for republication in this countr]^ 
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mad menaces of America, and renouncing fot ever 
the maritime rights in dispute. 

May the report prove to be erroneous. It ir 
due to the high characters which coin|)Ose-tIle 
present cabinet, to believe that h wilt be fotnd so ; 
and in that case I will joyfally aqfiok>gii^ to them 
f(H* having one mooKfnt listened to the tftle. 

Bat if there be indeed a yet tmexeciited pur- 
pose of this nature in the mind of uny British 
mtnister-r-if ^1 tb® recent trmmphi of ouf fhg, 
and the majestic ascendency of Cdr navy, have 
not precluded the thought of thds thickling to 
the invaders of our maritime rights, then iildedd 
it is high time for every EnglMiman who fore- 
sees the consequences, to lift up a warning void^, 
while ti)ere is yet a diimce of bei*g heifd, and 
€tf averting the impending mischief. 

Impressed with this anitious reflection, I feel 
tiltat to arrest decision, is n<m ilke Arsl and most 
urgent ol^gect, hi this great national 'C^nse. To 
reply to those opponents whose arguments I have 
teen, would be no difficult taek ; but before I return 
their broadsides, I must run hastily upon deck, and 
beseech the commanding office not yet to strike 
the eoloors. 

A few hours only have elapsed since I took up 
the pen for this purpose, but with great difficulty 
bow to reconcile the m^^itude of the consider- 
ations whidi pressed upon me, with the urgent cafl 
for dispatch, yhen the arrival of a mail front 
America, quite accidentally^^ but most seasonably. 
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placed in my possession the following important 
speech*. 

I perceived in it at once a most desirable sub- 
frtitute for those arguments which I was on the 
point of composing. — My object was not to fortify 
former positions of rignt, much less to enter at large 
into the new relations of the American controversy; 
but only to deprecate premature determination, and 
obtain tim^ for further discussion. — What then 
could he more abundantly sufficient for my pur- 
ppse than this speech of Mr. Randolph ? 

It cannot be supposed that his Majesty's minis- 
ter c^n wish precipitately to relinquish our belli- 
gerent . rights or pretensions at this most delicate 
crisis, unless from the fear thrt an immediate rup- 
ture with America must be the consequence of 
further delay ; but surely no reflecting mind after 
attending to this speech, published, as well as 
spoken by an American political leader of the 
first eminence, can retain that idle apprehension. 

The occasion of Mr. Randolph's argument, was a 
motion made by the most zealous of the French 
party, for a general non-importation bill ; i.e. for th* 
prphibition of importing any British manufisu^tures, 
while the disputes between the two countries are* 
unsettled ; and the event of this motion was a de- 
cision in the negative, by a majority of 70 to 47*^^ 
It appears therefore that. Mr. Randolph's very pow* 
prful and eloquent af guments, were assented to by 
pi large majority. 

♦ I write on the 1st of May, and hope, ^fore I slefp, to |€In( 
this hasty' composition to pr«M, , ^^^i^ 

' ' • • • Digitized by VoiOOylC 



Afterwards, on the 17th of March, a limited 
BOn-importation resolution was brought in by the 
.mane party, and carried on a division of 87 to 35, 
in the House of Representatives; but from tbe 
l£^est accounts there is reason to believe that it 
was rejected by the Upper House or Senate* 

The opposition, headed by Mr. Randolph, had 
defeated, in former instances the violent pro- 
poses of the government party, or rather of the 
French faction, by which the government party 
itself was pushed on to violent measures. Yet 
tte government, aiid even the French factioi), did 
not venture ^o propose immediate war.— Whea 
therefore we are instructed by tliis able and inter* 
esting speech, in the principles and views of the 
American opposition; and perceive that a war 
with this country would be most powerfully op- 
posed, even in a case of strong and acknowledged 
provocation, it seems absolutely impo^ble to 
apprehend that the Congress would resort to that 
extremity, or to such offensive measures as mu)»i 
inevitably lead to war, rather than admit of a deli- 
berate, or even a tedious discussion. 

I wish the patience of the neutralizing agents ia 
this country, who, under the specious name of Bri- 
tish American merchants, may be secretly impor* 
tuning government for a decision favourable to 
their private views, could be as surely relied upon, 
it is not dnly in America, I fear, that " the spirit of 
avaricious traffic," to use the words of Mr. Ran* 
^olph^ is opposed to the national welfare. 
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If the people of the United States coirid in any 
case be brought to submit to tl^ burthens of a 
incurttime war, for the sake of what this gentlesisai 
justly represents as an epheitieral and precarious 
ckmimerc^ it must be at least on an ultimate 
refusal of redress for wrongs, which had been 
most fully investigated^ and inoontestably esta* 
blished. 

Tlie authority of Mr. Randolph is the voMe 
{Satisfactory on this point, because he does not 
directly dispute the justice of those complaints 
whic^ the clamours of the neutralizers had for the 
moment made popular in America. — It is indeed 
easy to perceive, that this candid and enlightened 
patriot, saw the injustice of the quarrel, in whidi 
seif-mterested men endeavoured to involve Ms 
country.— But be was too wise, needlessly to oppose 
jbmfeif to those prejudices, the force of which it 
was better to elude. — He avoids therefore the 
question of right, and admitting for the sAe of 
ar^ment a;t lewt, that the pretended iirjviries are 
teal, a^^rts in terms of the most absolute assur- 
ance, that the people of America will not cra;seiit 
to avenge them by war. 

^ I will agree, says he, to pass for an idiot, if thii 
** ts not the public sentiment, and you will find it 
^* to yonr cost, b^in the war when you will." 
(See p. 12.) 

It is not however solely, or chiefly in regard to 
the question I have now in view, or the safety of 
further disct|ssk>n, that thej^echofMr. Randolpli 
is important. 

Digitized by V^jOOQIC 



1 invoke the declaratioi]is<^tbi3 AmericaiiXM4(^, 
n^ade in the hearing of Congress^ td 9tte^ tl)f^t th^^ 
striotures on th^ colonial traders of th^ country 
cont^in^d in my former pwWication, wweinoo 
degree i^nfonndedf — I appeal to his sentiments on. 
'tif0 true interests of his fellow-citizens at large^ 
that they we on the same side of this oontrov;ersy 
with Qiprown* — I rely on his ppinion, and »tiU more 
on his irrefragable arguments^ in proof that a w^* 
b^twe^n. that conntry and this, would be but in % 
slight degree no^ous to the commerce of Great 
%it^ini while its oonseqii^ces would be ruinous to 
America^ and such as her citizens would not even 
for a bfi^ periods be brought patiently to endure. 
In?^wprdj| I qnote this respectable authority, 
npt only as a caution against precipitated determi* 
nation^ but to shew that timid and ruinous cou^ 
^cession, may be safely and finally avoided^ 
, But what makes this very intelligent 2q>eech 
more encoupaging to the friends of peace and 
justice, as well as highly deserving profound atten« 
tion in both countries, is the correctness of iti 
views as to the power and policy of France, t 
r^qice for the sake ofAtoerica and of Europe, 
that there, are statesmen in the new worlds capable 
of so qlearly discerning, and so eloquently exposing, 
its dangers firom French ambition, and its interest 
in the navy of England. 

And here let it be observed, that when Mr. Ran^ 
ifUjfh addressed such considerations to the Ameri* 
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can CotigrftsS, the humiliation and fuin of Aufttrm^ 
and the other recent disasters of Europe, W6re but 
imperfectly known beyond the Atlantic. Th€ 
peace of Presburg, and the consequent mutila-* 
tions of the Germamd empire, seem not to hair* ' 
reached the ears of this antigallix^an patriot; much 
less could he know or foresee the perfidious con- 
duct of Prussia, the enrollment of that power, 
hitherto neutral, under the banners of French am- 
bition, and the exclusion of British merchandize 
from every country, hostile or neutral, in which the 
behests of Bonaparte can by violence or terror be 
enforced. 

• If these new circumstances of the war had been 
known to Mr, Randolph, how much would his just 
apprehensions, from the preponderance of French 
power, have been aggravated ; how much grbssef 
would the impolicy of contributing to the ruiii 
of 'England have appeared io him; how greatly 
would that sense of the justice of our cause 
which may be inferred from his language, have beefli 
fortified. 

And here let me notice, with such brief genera- 
lity as the urgent necessity of dispatch, under the ' 
sense of which I now write, prescribes to me, a 
new foundation of right which arises from the 
recent conduct of the enemy. 

Let it be supposed that all the arguments which 
have been hitherto offered by my own, and fkv 
^blerpens, in defence of the rule of the war IJSG 
are utterly incionclusive ; and that though unan- 
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swered (except by the grossest misrepresentatk)ns 
of notorious facts) they are capable of being clearly 
refuted; still we have a new case, on which it 
seems impossible that two different opinions should 
be held. 

What f is Bonaparte to exclude British sugar 
and coffee, from the continent, and is America to 
enable him to do so, by supplying it with French 
and Spanish sugar and coffee, in their stead ? Are 
neutral markets even, to be shut by violence 
against our planters, that our enemies may esta** 
blish there a monopoly against them ? Are the 
merchants of neutral states, to be laid under an 
interdict as to the carriage of British manufactures 
or merchandize to friendly ports; and while sub- 
mitting as they do to that interdict, can they assert 
nevertheless against us, a right to carry the manu- 
factures of our enemies, to the colonies of France 
and Spain? Are neutrals, in a word, to giv^e 
effect to a system avowedly adopted for the de- 
struction of , English commerce, yet found on their 
amity withEngland, a right to prevent or frustrate a 
retaliation on our part against the commerce of 
our enemies ? 

Yet this is, in truth, but a part of the enormous 
case. By what means, has France acquired the power 
of enforcing her prohibitions ? By the some foul 
. means which have enabled her to overthrow Aus- 
tria, to break up the foundation of the Germanic 
empire, and add all Italy to her usurpations ; by 
the most audacious violations of neutral rights, 
' that ever disgraced the page of^^^l^^^^^ sub- 
verted the security of nations^ 



, Here, we have no controverted principles4o as- 
sume, in maintaining the opprobrious charge. It 
is not, that on the ocean, and in the interruption of 
a commercial intercourse with a belligerent, neu- 
tral pretensions are sopposed; but, it is that into 
the heart of peaceful cities, and among the villa^s 
of a harmless peasantry, armies are sent to levy 
contributions, or pursue their desolating march, 
by a power which does not allege against the 
hapless sufferers either the rights of war, or the 
provocation of a wrong. Anspach, Hanover, Swit- 
zerland, Hamburgh, Frankfort, even Rome itself, 
where a reconciled apostate might have been re- 
strained by decent respect to the superstition he 
has professed to resume, these, a;ad many other 
places, need but be named, to cdll up abhorrence 
of the usurper's maxims, and to show his utter con- 
tempt for the most acknowledged and sacred of 
neutral rights, whenever he has power to invade 
them. Even bed-chambers are not safe for princes, 
in the bosom of a neutral court. 

** But are other nations responsible for these 
'* outrages ?" not directly so, I admit. Whether it 
be not a duty of neutral powers to unite in con- 
troling them, and protecting those sacred princi- 
ples by which the community of nations is bound 
together, from further violation, is a question not 
hard to decide. But all I contend for here, is the 
Very moderate position, that neutral nations ought 
not actively to assist in giving effect to a system, 
, which is planted sustained and expanded by these 
invasions of neutral rights. 

If they will tamely permit Bonaparte to exclude 
ships when laden with our merciiandize from Ham- 
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burgh, and such other maritime places, yet permit* 
ted to be called neutral, as the terror of his arms 
has already shut against us; and to extend, as 
he now threatens, the same system to Portugal and 
Denmark ;. it is not neutral, it is not equal, to deny 
a hke latitude to us; and they would have no right 
to complain. If we should apply the same interdic* 
tion as generally, to the merchandize of our 
enemies, wherever our power extends; that is, to 
every maritime part of the globe. 

Colonial produce and supplies alone, are the sub- 
ject now in dispute with America; but here is a 
principle, on which we might fairly interdict the 
carriage of French, . Spanish, and Dutch goods in 
general, whether colonial or European ; and not in 
particular voyages alone, but in any part of the 
ocean. If not, then the rights and duties of neu- 
trality are all on one side, and Bonaparte has al- 
ready obtained s )me of the legal effects of that so- 
vereigi\ty, to which he now openly aspires over the 
fcings and kingdoms of the earth. He has imperial 
prerogatives in the courts of nations, in which a 
British monarch has no right to participate*. 

Hitherto, it is a principle of natural reason, 
to which no writer on the law of nations has 
objected, and which most of them have express- 

* This seems to be acknowledged by some of those writers who 
have kindly attempted of late to flatten the spirits of the public, 
and prepare us for submission to France.^ They are prudently spar- 
ing> in general, of their peace prospects; but one of them fairly 
lets out, that one necessary mean of conciliating Bonaparte is, 
the restraining the liberty of our press; and adds, *' if we de- 
sire to remain at peace with Bonaparte, let us beware how we ven^ 
iure to treat him with the same freedom as Georse the Third. H§i 



ly affirmed, that impartiality^ is one of the du- 
ties of neutral states ; and a branch of this duty 
is, that what they permit to one belligerent, they 
must be ready to permit to the other. Even the 
king of Prussia, acknowledged this obligation* 
when he gave passage to the Russian army, on 
hearing of the violation of Anspach; nor has thei 
French despot himself, had the assurance openly 
to find fault with the act. 

^^ But America, it may be said perhaps, has 
** not yet been prevented by France, from parrying 
** any goods whatever to the ports of this country, 
*^ or our colonies." 

France, I admit, has not extended her commer- 
3cial interdict, where she had not power to extend 
it.— She has no naval arms, and therefore can bolt 
the door against commerce on the inside only, 
not lock it from without : nor can she prevent im- 
portation into countries, into which her battalions 
cannot advance. 

But if she has not prevented importation by 
neutral vessels, into England she has done more, 
much more for the purpose of my argument, by 
excluding them from neutral ports. 

America is prevented frorn^ importing British 
goods into Hamburgh for instance, not because it 
is the will: of the senate of Hamburgh, but because 
it is the mandate of France; and America will sub- 
mit to this prohibition, as she has done to other 
injuries of the same species, from the same unprin- 

'*" wiU avenge with the sruoord^ the insults offered bj the jm^ 
(Thoughts on the relative State of Great Britain and Franqe, p. 
62.) Happily we are not yet at peaqe with BQDayparte; «4 on 
these terms I a:ust we oever «l»ll 



cipled paii^r.-o-Oii mhat conristaott {ureteiioe ttm^ 
could she complaiD, if we should forbid her carry* 
ing French goods, whether colonial or European^ 
to Copenhagen or Lisbon? How otherwise are we 
lo obtain equality, in respect of neutral commerce? 

We may blockade, it is true, the ports from 
which our goods are excluded; but this is often aa 
ineffectual resort, as well as sdways an expensire 
one, abd a diversion of our naval force &om 
more active service. Neither can it be expected, 
that we can spread our blockades over every haiv 
bour or accessible coast, to which Bonaparte caa 
extend his exclusive system by land. 

Besides it would be absurd to maintain, that, wa 
may lawfully blockade neutral ports as a rightful 
defence against this unprecedented system of war; 
and yet have no right to retaliate on the trade of 
the enemy's ports, lest neutral interests should suffer. 

The blockades too, however completely enforced, 
would be obviously ineffectual, to prevent the me- 
ditated injury to our colonies and our commerce. 
Our sugars are shut out from Hamburgh, and we 
^xclwle French and Spanish sugars in return by 
our blockade. What then? If we allow the latter 
to be carried to Embden, to Antwerp, or any other 
unblockaded port, the same continental markets ane 
eflfectually supplied, by means of interior navigation, 
with the French or Spanish article, which. Ham* 
burgh before supplied with, the British. 

If, by a just and necessary retaliation, we shouU 
.prevent the supply generally in neutral bot- 
toms, the growing dearth of the article, would 
soon frustrate the hostile prohibition, or oblige the 
Aiievnv to Dficmll it! but vdu\B Fisench and Soanish 



ftodxtce, can be plentifully obtained from neigh- 
bouring ports, this natural remedy cannot operate; 
and our blockade rather tends in a commercial 
Tiew to increase, than diminish the evil. * 

This partiality therefore in the acquiescence and 
the resistance of neutral states, amounts not 
merely to passive injustice, but to an active and 
pernicious co-operation with the enemy in his ef- 
forts to destroy our commerce; yet thoiigh he 
tramples for that end on the most indisputable 
rights of neutrals, their extreme, abstract, and most 
doubtful rights, are strangely set up against us, to 
efftetuate his injurious purpose. 

The main though preposterous defence of the 
frustation of our hostilities against the enemy's 
colonial trade, is his right to open his own ports; 
but has he a right to shut up neutral ports, as well 
as to open his own ? Here at least the land right, 
will not bear out the sea wrong. Besides, Ame- 
rica has now shrunk from this favourite principle 
,of hers, when she had to deal with a power that 
would not be bullied— She has not only suffered 
France to take her ships when trading to St. Do- 
mingo, but at the imperious mandate of that powler 
has passed a law to forbid the trade to her subjects. 
Is it because Dessialines has not as good a title to 
Hayti, as Bonaparte to Naples?- I should deny the 
proposition — even as to Paris : but at least Dessa- 
lines has^ ai good a right to make laws in Hayti, 
as Bonaparte at Hamburgh. 

If the nation which is called on to submit to such 
injurious inequality of trecOiment, were feeble or in- 
ferior at sea, the too common disposition in the 
strong, to oppress the weak» mi^ht aooount for the 
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uiy'ust demaQd. But what in the present case naj 
well excite astonishment, as well as indignation, is^ 
that this injustice is offered to a nation, whose 
power to resist it, is as indisputable, as her right to 
do 80 — ^whose invincible and magnificent navy rides 
triumph^t on every sea; who, to use the words of 
Mr. Randolph, ^^ has annihilated the marine of her 
" enemies," and might boldly defy the combined 
hostility of all the maritime nations on the globe, 
to snatch the trident from her hand. 

Tha^ France, an exile from the ocean, should 
under, such circumstances, have the assurance to 
wag^ with us a war of commercial exclusions, is 
singular enough. But if neutrals will persevere in 
their present conduct, and if England timidly sub- 
mit to it, the plan is perfectly rational, and cannot 
fail of final success. 

Behold then a new prodigy of this extraordinary 
age— The utmost maritime strength is impotent 
to protect commercial navigation ; and a power that 
is driven from the ocean can destroy the trade of 
his enemy ! 

But the paradox is of easy solution. — ^The plain 
key to it, is, the new and compendious principle that 
the rights of neutrality, are nothing on shore, but 
eoery thing at sea. 

If this doctrine is to prevail, let us beseech the 
people of the United States, to relieve us from the 
burden of those eight hundred men-of-war, which 
Mr. Randolph, with but a small exaggeration, sup- 
poses us at present to possess — to take also off our 
hands, this island, which we catiuot long hope to 
defend, and give us a district beyond the Blue 
Mountains, in exchange. 
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At present we have no such distant retreat, as 
Mr. R. speaks of, from the arms of an invader j no 
alternative to that naval war, which he wisely de^ 
dines. 

Surely such new and forcible considerations as 
the present conjuncture affords, cannot fail to have 
an influence on the minds of the Ameriqan people. 
It is true, they might have been suggested in some 
degree, by the conduct of France^ at an earlier pe** 
riod of the war; but the exclusion of our conunerce 
from the continent, though partially and faintly at- 
tempted before, is now for the first time distinctly 
avowed by Bonaf)arte, as the grand offensive pro^ 
ject which is to enforce our submission; and in the 
execution of which, neutral nations, as he scruples 
not to threaten, will be constrained to concur. 
Neither till the defection of Prussia from the 
standard of neutrality, was the scheme so boldly 
acted upon as at present, or so capable of exten- 
sive effect. 

Mr. Randolph, in one passage of his speech> 
seems to consider the excuse of necessity, as the 
chief argument relied upon in the pamphlet, which 
he does me the honour to quote; but on a refer- 
ence to the work, it will be found that this was but 
one, among many foundations of right, on which 
the rule of the war 1750 was placed, and to the 
chief part of which no answer has hitherto been 
given; and it will further be found that the author 
did not profess to argue the question at large, even 
in respect of the colonial trade, much less to de- 
fine and defend the whole extent of our maritime 
rights in the present unparalleled contest. 



Thete are other views, still more comprehensive 
and important^ upon which it would be much ea<^ 
siar to justify the severest war that could possibly 
be waged against the commerce of our enemy^ 
and the maritime intercourse of his usurped domi- 
nions, than to excuse the concessions that have been 
hitherto made in favour of neutral trade. But nei« 
ther these, nor the considerations here briefly sug- 
gested, have yet been submitted to the candour of 
the American people. 

A magnanimous, but not very prudent contempt 
of the popular voice in foreign countries, or at 
least of the means of obtaining its suffrage, has 
been long displayed by the cabinet of England. 
We fight, we pay, we negociate, but except in 
a formal manifesto, we do not reason^ to the Euro- 
pean or American public. We abandon to our 
enemies, the influence of every foreign press, even 
where the fear of French arms does not preclude 
a competition. 

It is perhaps a natural, though accidental conse- 
quence, of our peculiar form of government — ^The 
rights and the interests of the nation, the grounds 
of its wars, and its treaties, are copiously discussed 
in parliament ; and we forget that foreign politi- 
cians do not always read our debates. 

The grand subject of our maritime rights, at 
least, has every where, out of England, been left 
to private and self-interested pens; and these 
have almost universally been in the service of the 
laeutralLzing traders. Our enemies therefore have 

c 
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wmlked oyer t^e ce«rse in Aoft^rlca^ as weU as in 
ofeber ojeutial countries.; and the people bearing ^ 
notht^^ bai jBritt^ vioteaoe «m4 injii£»tic)ei iicp^vQ 
iCOBideir^ned 11$ wit|i>out a trial. 

I am led to tlvs^e retna^k^ by a passsj^ge ia Mr^ 
Rmdolpb^s ^ecl)^ in winch be adopts ^ c^inioqi 
(mrfenAy rei»ived m Anieri^a, Aat ^^ War in Dis^ 
gidbe/' wm writleu under «be oye ^ Mr. Pkt TJift 
»nie JM aia^ been affir«a^ peii^deiitly ip aU t^e 
newspapers of that country as ^keawnfact^aad haoi 
l>een hi^rto uncontradicted. Let tiie atttlw>f there- 
jSwe do j>nMioe to tfee freedom and indepeadence of 
lus :p^^ at tfee e^cpenpe of the credit wWcti k might 
ideiive from the choice of our late celeVmted miy 
jMgt^r, ^' War in Dieguiae/' was not written under 
t^ fife, nor at the inspiration of M^- Pitt* or any 
i^th^r member of administrajtiop^ nof wa^ it hor 
i^reid by \m pem$aji ti^l i^fter it Was ^iyen to th^ 
jmbtip. Whatever betJ^e weakness, or the strength, 
pf the argnments it contains^ they were spontaneous 
^s^ sijacere, the r^^tolt pf uninfluenced, aiMJi-as their 
j|tftli<>r believer, of imparti^,! opinion. 

But to return from this digression-m-lf new cou* 
^id^^^ajtipns of justice, now ariee to satisfy the people 
f)f jthe United States, that their demands are 
groundless in point pf right; new and more powr 
^rful mptive*; pf policy, have also been furnished 
jby the Jate changes in Europe, to reinforce th^ 
^arguments of Mr. Randolph^ 

Wl>at bopps, let n^e ^> cantheyi>ow»efe^iflu,of th« 
Wpder^tioil of F4'aftoe, nwad hpw trwly aiari^iing tfj 
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^nem OQglMt mhe thepMipoot of at nunritimtf peMll 

Whikf a]io|Hft semaiosdd' % eontuietttfifl balstott 
<lfpQwer III the old ivoiM being restored^ iftwtfiri 
iMiwii^ for the people <tf tbe Unitetl Stende? to supM* 
pose tboaHBehcs mnitrBi m point of imeraal^r ^^ ^^ 
et»aH> «#Ao war, as well as in their act^airelationd^/ 
Bub wfaicfc of tbeir pojiticituis will nsw^ be iiardy< 
enough to diie^te the opinion of Mr. Randolph^ 
tha^ 1^ tony of Engkmd is the sde bulwark: o^ 
Amefiemi eommerce) and that our ruin woold iniur^ 
their o«m. 

ThiB enlightened patriot (for UidUgh aif an Ame« 
vksan, a^ressing a repiabiiGan audisade, he say^ 
iK>m§ things which an Englisihmssn cannot approvoy 
he fairly deiterves that name) will I doubt not now 
ftirther extend his viewd, and discorer mone clearly 
the Trans- Atlantic projects of French asoA)itio0 
which- the war sdone suspends. 

Colonies are one of the favourite and Moy^ed 
obfectg of Napoleon's vqws, and w»hqre are rich 
colonies to be obtained, so easily and so speedily^ 
a» 141 Spanish America? AVhat! will the oon« 
sdetuQ^of Bonaparte shrink from the guilt of de^ 
ipoili»g another branch of his Kiurdored master'^r 
&m%^ OP is it the palient character of his poKcjf 
t0 wait for tlie slow restitution of agriculture^ in Sc» 
Ibnitngo, when finally regained by es^erflfs^natory 
war, vather than posses&himsetf at once of ail the ^x^^^ 
iit«ng wealth and all the commerce of Cuba? 

Hb^maaMmea daring the last peace tdi^mth t\<^ 
argument to the contrary. They were «gg©i|>»i by 



X3t 

gross ignorance of thetn^ttateof St^Dommgo^and* 
he therefore begmi where he would othermse have 
ended. Besides, he was then kept a little in check 
by the yet unbroken power of his late enemies, uA 
by the difficulties of his domestic situation ; but thet 
next opportunity of sending armies witlMmt ob-^ 
struction to the new world, will be better imprOFed» 
Hayti may serve for a feint^ or eren perhaps for a 
genuine, though secondary object ; but Cuba will be 
occupied and ceded, and some of the f<^ble conti*' 
nental colonies of Spain] will ^be next reduced. 
Louisiana will be resumed, and the southern stata^ 
of the American union, will soon experknce the 
efiects of their interior system, when opposed toj 
the hostiUty of an insidious and unprincipled, 
neighbour. 

; But in these prospects, new perhaps to English 
eyes, and yet demonstrably of real probability, I 
am losing sight of my intended limits, and forget* 
f ing that I must not delay to give Mr. Randolph's 
important speech to the public at this very critical 
juncture. 

. Without therefore extending further these views 
of colonial usurpation, I would a^ the citiaens. of 
America seriously to reflect, that the maritime 
power of England could alone avert &om them 
such evils, if France were disposed to realise thern,^ 
- Would armies be sacrificed in the work ?-*^Wbat 
then ! — Did the waste of human life beget remorse 
at St. Domingo ? The tyrant ha$ besides a horriWe 
intei'est, in the deathful character of his Traos^At- 
lajitjc enterprises. . „ , 
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. Be it r«nembered^at in the Eitfropead cotth^ 
tftef; which he has subjugated^ and in those which 
he stiU means to subdue, th&re are myriads of aiw 
dent, spirits whom their conqueror would be happy : 
to dispose of in distant joEiiiitMy stnrioe, just as he > 
bai»ely sent the pat«iot PoHsh legicms, to^do hh mnr>» ^ 
derous worik, and perish, inr St. Domingo. 

How copiously .might the untractaUe: spinft of 
this free country, if it, were conquera!, addlo the 
miserable juimbefs of such higfa-^niiRlsd ▼ictims; ' 
Brethr^ of America/ the idea, though strange 
and dread^, is not bcj^ond-tibe range of posmbie 
events, that the volunteers of l^igland nNty Jbe sent 
to reduce the Spanish colonies, aad to shed your 
kindred blood. 

But America might fall even before her parent* 
A brief period of peace would suffice to restore 
the m^ane of France, enormously as she has now 
extended her means of multiplying ships; for fhe 
has found that soldiers may soon be taught nauti- 
cal skill enough to man her fleets, at least as well 
as they have been lately manned with French and 
^anish if ailors. In our own service a landsman is 
soon converted into an ordinary seaman, and there 
is no motive so strong with Bonaparte for desiring 
that peace for which he is now busily angling, as 
tlie present impossibility of sending his soldiers to 
sea for education, without risquing their captivity, 
and the loss of the ships that carry them *. 

* In the ships taken by sir Robert Calder, on their return (rom 
Ihf)^ West Indies, a large proportion, if I am rightly in&noed 
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Bat iit' woli an 'enterpf^'*m the ew q iie rt 'of 
tke Spa&klii ccioAk*,. a lat^nftval fi^ree would ttdr 
b«waatitigj fmraies niglltt%0 landed th0i% without^ 
rfsiirtMiGC^ buf^ eiscmgbi^ matutaiuy as wdll; an^t^' 
aeoonitiMi, the ea^ i»HHik Th^ mother country^ 
£iriroBa!ptot^iiig, dun^ notf^Oftcftmvage them te^^ 
resist, and | an pentaaded'thi^' at this moment 
ntatlttiig^ SEviei^t a FreMh ji^ke fi^m the' cokmies 
biih if Sf^tlB^aaid Bortagal, but the imper?ioas' 
banido afkainnaiFy : day that nothing s^pends the' 
U^ «£ ;«hdfe*nidthep cbimtriei themselV^/bilt the^^ 
feac •that; thtif ^Dnie» M^md^ be lost, iire^ the wantr 
of kfledfc^^ieiciire U^m. ' * 

« D^a .Am^ica then ho^ <hat MfB shall sastain 
the war for ever, under all the dis€*m:ifragiments^' 
idMh l^eo^ aBJaridus conduci, add tcv its other 
evisf^^9t vfe Aiail |>fOtecl bar in spite of herself^ 
an^i^'tep bear a^y all the best fruits of our naval ^ 
eiiaf»ine^\^^Ble. we are ^ att the chsurge of itd 4eknce ? 

Such ixcNaduct ind€<^, were th^e no dther aher-^ 
native e%fxpt thj^t of peace with France, at the^ 
present mi>si dii^vantageous moment, might 
be wise and necessary, for nothing could be more 
infallibly is^lfcdftstaructive, than our now throwing 
p^n the sea it Bo«aparle> 
" Bxsk every "Englishman does not coRcur with the 
great Bftsgority of the natiou in this opinion, 

TJiere are writers among us, who even seem to 

jone-third, of their complement of hands, w^re s(^diers, who 
iffoeked 'With the seamen, and luid been put on board ifor that 
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regfurd tbe enormons aggrandiz^mrat of Fraaoc 
hy land, ^s ^ .good aiigunaent for opening to her 
faoupdless ambition^ and implaoable hostility » the 
important passes of the ocean; who ^ven magnify 
our danger from her recent territorial acquisitions^ 
^ re^ons for allowing her to reap. the full, imme- 
diate bene^ of their conmierce, and to combiim 
with her former immenjse resources, the new meajos 
which they copiously afford for tl^e reistitution of 
her navy^ who, because we cannot give back to 
the right owners, the territories she has ravished 
from other no^tions, would advise us to endai^er 
our own ; and who think that as kings have b^en 
the victiois of our quarrel, our most honourable 
.course is to ratify without delay, their constrained 
f enunciations, and shake hands with the usurpor 
over ^the ruins oi their thrones. Such opinions tcK> 
boast, tljough falsely I admit, of popularity, nay 
/even of ministerial patronage. 

Let not then America, seeing perl^ps our ob- 
vious interest better than these Britishpoliticians, 
«up^se hersdf perfedtfy secfurt from that fatal 
levefit^ a speedy peace between England and 
France; but let her beware, lest by further discou- 
raging our navy, ruining our colonies, and baffling 
all our remaining hopes in the war, she should at 
length dispose us to that desperate expedient, to 
|ier ru4h as well as our own. 

But I am forgetting that to the people of Eng- 
land, and to the British cabinet if necessary, not 
^ the people o£J^eriQ9i, these pages are more i 
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mediately addressed. I am also again forgetting^ 
that the purpose of this publication is urgent^ and 
that my present object is only to deprecate a hasty 
and &tal decision. 

If the judgment of those whose determination 
would make controversy useless, does not shut out 
further argument^ I shall find time enough perhaps 
to open in a better manner, the new bearings and 
relations of this momentous subject; and to main- 
tain, if necessary, the ground I have already taken 
in defence of our national rights; 

I may then, perhaps, reply to my English, as 
well as my yet unseen American, antagonists. I 
may possibly make a convert of one of the former, 
who now imitates the practices which he de- 
fends, by engaging in controversial war under the 
neutral flag of a critic, for his opinions are founded 
cm such erroneous premises, as may be easily cor- 
rected * ; and 1 may possibly even be able to re- 
ply with gravity to the chief argument of my other 

^ The author is gratefiil to the Edinbiirs^ Reviewers, fcnr the 
unmerited compliments paid to his plain style and humble talents $ 
oompUments which it would cost him no breach of sincerity to 
repay in kind^ as all who read that lively and very able Review 
will easily believe. But for the sake of this great public cause^ he 
must remark, that the ingenious and elaborate aigument with 
.whidb his pamphlet is encountered in that popular work, proceeds 
diiefly on two fundamental eirors in point of fact; viz. on the no- 
tion that the colonial monopoly in time of peace^ extends to the 
exclusive carriage in vational skipping only, not as it also does, to 
a dettmation exchtsvoely to and from the ports of the mother country; 
a|Ui secondly^ on the as3umption that the Americans always svppK^ 
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oppotieati which ccmrageously maiatains that it is 
our interest, to nourish the colonies^ and protect the 
comme7xe of an enemy ^. 

Meantime, I must leave these assailants to spend 
their qross fires on each other ; for the one declin- 
ing the question of right, denies that it is our iw/tf- 
resi to suppress the trade in question ; the other 
admits the interest, but disputes the right. 

Let me for the present conclude, with a few brief 
suggestions to a British minister, on the supposition, 
that a Statesman of this country can be really dis- 
posed to give way to the present claims of Ame- 
rica. And I will further suppose that statesjnan 
to be Mb. Fox; not merely for the sake of enlivea- 
ing the idea j but for that of professing that no dif- 
, ference of opinion on such a subject could diminish 
the unfeigned respect which I feel for his manly, 
generous, and amiable character;, since its very 
virtues would suflSciently . explain jko me the source 
of our disagreement. "^ . 

" Pause," I would^ anxiously cry t6 him, " on a 
" measure which if once adopted, can never be re- 
" called. 

" Reflect, that a stronger case for the operation 

the northern nations of Europe with the products of tJie French and 
Spanish colonies, (See tlie Edinburgh Review, No. 15, p. 30, Sec. 

It was remarked in the pamphlet referred to, that few subjects 
are less generally understood by intelligent mwi, than that which 
the author undertook to ex|dain -, and of the truth of the proposi- 
tion, stronger evidence cannot possibly be offered than these mis< 
takes by an Edinburgh Reviewer. 

* Inquiry into the State of the Nation, 4th edition, 197 to I99. 
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** of therigfits m question, than •that which iio^ 
** exists, canttot possibij atise. Tlie present emer- 
" gency, the new state of the war, the new system 
" of annoyance adopted by the enemy,. at least in 
•* its wiitened cotni^a&s, and increased practicabi- 
^ Hty, nay the very evils experienced by former 
** concessions, might now, independently of their 
•• voluntary naWire, olewriy justly their entire revo- 
• cation, nm6h more the rejecticm of claims founded 
" on a frauditlent abuse of our indulgence. 

•• But^if yoii now give way, and give way to an 
•• imperiotts lictnatid, founded on an asserted right, 
<• -^if you lower your top-saite at the bidding of a 
^ state whidihasnota ship <rf' the Ihie, white above 
^ seven hundred Brki^ pendants triumphantly 
^^ maintain thfe empire of the ocean,— henceforth 
•^you can sWup no fair distinction, you can al- 
^ ledge no duress of temporary necessity, to avoid 
^ ihe fatal precedent,— a principle on which your 
•* belligerent energies greatly depend^ is lost and 
'^* abandoned for erver. 

•* Keflect also, that by this retractation of a prin- 
•• ciple which our government, as well as its supreme 
** tribunals of Prize, has strongly, pi-actically, 
" and a»I maintain, consistently, asserted; you wifl 
** sink our credit in Europe, and give countenance 
^' to the foul charges of Bonaparte. We shall 
** reasonably be regarded not only as the typants 
^* of the sea, but what^ if not more odious, is at 
** least more contemptible, as pusiHanimous ty- 
•* rants, who are insolent and audacious whentmop- 
^ posed, but shrink back from spirited resistance. 
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^ Nor Is ik i& Europe aloMC^ that we sbiU incur 
** this infamy. America herself will (k(spifle us-^^ 
^^ Our friends in thdt cmi^try will be abashed, 
'^ and our enesi^ies wiU triumph. Yq^k tardy 
'^ eompHaiK^e will not bq a^qrib^ to a ^nsQ uf 
^^ juaHce^ or a spurit of c<»n«:iUatiota; but to ooxur 
^ mefeial panic, and the dread of a non-importar 
'' tion^ law. The advocates for viok^t mewturai 
** wiflk e^xAt in thi^ smoei^^ of tii^t ioaolent folipf^ 
" wkkh has sent you maiiages^iusteadvoC^rf ummtf^ 
^' and i^€Hfi4n^portatioa resolutifi^ua, iniitaad of ^or 
^ bassadors. In a wor4# our copcaswoati wiU 
^^ purchase for u^ an^aag our Tra^s*AUautic hrtr 
** th/!eiK upt good wiU> but dari^ii^ itfid coateo^A 

^ JU>ok aeKt to tk» cou^equeofi^ tQ owr oayy^ 
^ our eoWuies, ^iid onr qonuiiierge. 

<' Do y<>u ^M^an ta malce pe^e wijth Fr«nc«» ^ 
f< axe you sure of suQh terms as you are preparai 
^^ to a^ept? j^en^ooiiber ttiU, thatyo^j^h^veuio 9fi$w 
*' ranoe, iw^y scarcely a rational Iwpe, that any pe»oe 
^* you mfty now m^eJc/ei will last a sii^gW yeaK; au4 
*^ that the oonces$ioa uow deooandcid wiJU nqt \g$m 
^* its validity as a precedent;, when yoUi ^hali ba 
^ ootapeUod agaiu t<^ draw your nav4 mf>f^, an4 
^« to %ht> a^ Mr. RaacbJphforoiWy p^t% it^ ' not 
^^JSb^ Qmhc ^ Pm^4Juyvji^ iut for Lp^u and 

'^ But tf Bonaparte ^ill HQt «ive uft paace, or 
^^ if we are wm «*ftQ^ ^(^ to- a«c^u: it»iro« 
^liim «til»tf jufl§ttweft,.tt)eA adiM^^ Htii)ft(;$uvsap 
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^ qnences of these concessions, even during the 
"^^ present contest. - ' 

• " I will not detain yxyu with a description of 
*' them ; Iliave stated them elsewhere ; and need 
^ onljradd/ that if you consent to depart from the 
^ ]^ftnciple^ -now acted npon in our prize courts, 
"•* our planters, and West India-merchants will 
^'^oon again be driven by an oppressive com- 
•^ p^ition, from all the foreign markets of Europe. 
•^ The ruitt of our East -India company too, will 
^ be advanced with an accelerated progress. 

* " After aH, to what would I persuade you.^ to 
"" iquarrel with America? By no means. But to 
^ treat with her more deliberately; to treat with her 
*^ on her otv^n soil, at the seat of her government, 
*' and in the bosom of her citizens ; to treat with 
^' her, after the popular effervescence excited by 
** self-interested men has had time to subside, and 
*** the voice of reason and justice has been delibe- 
^* rately heard ; to treat with her, after she has 
*• been ftiUy instructed in the recent measures of 
•^Prussia aiid France, and in the system now con- 
** certed for our ruin. 

'* The contrary course of a precipitate submis- 
" sion to the demands of Mr, Jefferson and* his. 
•* minister, would no doubt be more palatable to 
** them, and to the party to which they belong. 
*• But though I feel high personal consideration 
** and respect for those gentlemen, they are not 
** preciselythft*iJersou!r with-whom a British minis- 
•* ter would'wish to adjust this most important con- 
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** tj^versy. I may be mi^ken in their pufalk: 
" views, for I profess no great acquaintance with the 
** interior politics of America; but it is certain that 
" they are regarded in that country^as partial to the 
^* cause of France^ and c<msequently not partial ta 
** England. 

^^ The Congress of the United States^ alone can 
** declare war^ or alter the pacific relations of that 
*^ country. Therecan consequently be no danger of 
" being involved in a war by delay, before a Britiirii 
" minister can be sent across the Atlantic. The 
^^ American embassador can have no manifesto in 
** his pocket. The advantage therefore of treatiif^ 
^ under the eye and ear of a Congress^ and of 
*^ a peojde, among whom a very considerable nii« 
*^ nority, at least, are disposed to.moderation and 
^ peace, irs undeniably great. 

*^ The only objection I can imagine possibly to 
'^ arise against this expedient, is, from the passing 
^* of the limited non-importation bill, the fate of 
^* which is yet unknown, and which is represented 
^ as containing a clause making its operation de- 
" pend either oq the fiat of the executive govern* 
^' ment, or on that of its minister in this country; 
*^ or as other accounts intimate, on the bare event of 
^^ our refusing immediate compliance with the de» 
^ mands of the American government. 

'' Now such a bill either has, or has not^ been 
^ passed by the Congress. 

'^ In the latter case, the difficulty will not ari^e, 
but in the former^ I hesitate n»t t0 my, that it 
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"tuaiies.yoMr eompliatuee, consistently with any 
*t rcigard.to idlie.digndtjr-and bonoiir of this great 
" DiatioD, absolotdljc impossible. . . 
. ^^ Wbat 1 ifs. ^ rod to.ba put into the hands of a 
'Ifacdgn. minister^ to .^ whip w into siiVmh^on; 
" and are we broadly and coarsely to sell our ma- 
^^jtitiiae rights, fi>r Ihe safcft of pMsing off a little 
^ Isiaberdashery abng with them! I ! 
* ^ Are we to i^aka a tamping pennyworth to the 
^^4>uy«r& .oftofM* lather wares, our felt and tin 
^ wares, and.1^ o^er commodities enumerated in 
^f tbia iiuiolant 1»U> by tossing our hanour, our 
^'justice, :«aid aur courage also, into the parcel .H ! X 
^ would jftot qonsent to disparage even the quality 
^^ of jou9 inaav^actBres, much less of our puUic 
^ moiak, by so shameful a bargain. 

^' No sir! if Mr. Munro is indeed instructed 
^ and ti^npowered to treat with us in this humiliate 
^ ing style of huckstering diplcwnac^, a new reason 
** arisen fw delay, and for tres^ting beyond the At- 
'Haniie. 

^ Lfit th» threatened prohibition t?itke place. Our 
'* Jmts ©ur shoes and om? teakettles must find some 
^* other market for. a few months; unless the Ame- 
?.rican. merchantiMshould^be impatient enough, to 
c« importJfchem-by sQAUg^Ung into tli^^t country in 
" the mean time^ wbicl^ Idoubt not they will, in a 
^. juore than usual aimndance« Perhaps when our 
*' minister arrives, the adranced price of English 
<^ good% and the liuusdtiie duties opon them, ms^y 
tt ffirm an vgpinfMt wfuome weight m^uv fitvour. 
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fikit t must have done; lest by rd^otoing to* 
ctnxiously, I should reason too late,^ — " Pause liien, 
** sir" (still to address an imagined, ainl, I hope, non*' 
exigent character), ** pause I conjure you, on Ifeis 
" awful ocoasion. Contend at least a little longer, 
*^ foe oar colonies, for our navy, for our belligerent 
*^ power, for our consistency, for our dignity an4 
** our honour/' 



POSTSCRIPT. 

J%8d,ld06. 

THE newspapers of this morning and those of 
yesterday, which 1 had not time to read till the 
above Introduction went to press, suggest a new 
reason for our not precipitately abandoning the 
important principle of the rule of the war, 1 756, 
which as the delay of the press has afforded time 
for it, I will take the opportunity of adding. 

That grand sacrifice, if we are really bold enough 
to hazard the consequences of making it on any 
terms, should at least be the subject of treaty and re* 
ciprocal compact, both with America and Penmark : 
-and one concession which both those powers would 
most willingly make, is the allowing us to intercept 
^d condemn vessels under their colours, employed 
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in supplying the French and Spanish colonies with 
slaves; a trade which they have prohibited by their 
own municipal laws, but which without our aid, 
they cannot effectually prevent the contraband 
prosecution of, even by their own subjects ; much 
less by foreigners who assume their flags for the 
purpose. 

The ruinous effects of this commerce to oiM* 
colonies, not only through the rapid extension of 
agriculture which it promotes in the islands of 
their powerful rivals, but in the consequent ad- 
vance 6f the price of slaves, both in Africa and the 
West Indies, have at length been distinguished 
through those dark clouds of error and prejudice, 
with which the storm of slave-trade controversy has 
long covered our West-India interests. The last 
administration put a stop to the fatal competition 
in the conquered colonies; and the present cabi- 
net having adopted the same salutary principle, 
a Bill I find haar yesterday passed the House of 
Commons, for prohibiting the foreign slave-trade 
generally to his Majesty's subjects — ^The Bill has 
also, as an obvious and necessary application of 
the same principle, precluded the fitting out of fo- 
reign slave ships from our ports; which to be sure, 
another principle, long since universally admitted, 
that of the slave carrying acts, ought in mora con- 
sistency, to have led us to prohibit long ago. 
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' This wise and necessary measure, officially intro- 
dbced by his Majesty's Attorney General, will ncJ 
doubt speedily pass into a law, for it cannot be 
doubted that the present able and powerful ad- 
ministration have influence enough m Parliament 
to give effect to a measure 6f national policy which 
they have adopted; or tliat a Bill recommended 
by^ such weighty and obvious considerations of 
national interest will receive from the wisdom 
of the Lords, the same general approbation that 
it met with from the Commons^ In the Lower 
House, its advocates were, not Mr. Wilberforce, 
or Mr. Henry Thornton, though they no doubt 
silently approved ; but Sir William Young, and 
every other West India gentleman who delivered 
his sentiments, with the single exception, I think, 
of Mn Rose. 

Assuming then, that this Bill will soon become 
an Act of Parliament, it now becomes consistent 
and decorous in us, as well as prudent and neces- 
sary, to treat with the neutral powers, for obtaining 
at least the allowance of so niuch of our maritime 
rights as may give effect to their own prohibitory 
laws in regard to this traffic ; and thus effectually 
to prevent the supply of the hostile colonies with 
slaves during the war. 

If our unfortunate planters must encounter a 
ruinous competition in the foreign markets of Eu- 
rope through an unbounded indulgence to neutrals, 
at least let us obtain in their favour, what neutral 
states are willing to relinquish, and relieve them 
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from a cQinpetitlon in the slave mark^ of Ainca 
^d the West Indies, hy which lite price qC 9^ 
groes is enormously advanced, and the supply ofC 
foreign sugar rapidly encreased. 

I am aware that Mr* Rose's opposition to tbt 
Bill now depending may seem a dissent from tbe$« 
views ; but that gentlenun made a ge^f rcfu& fa*" 
crifice of his own self-interested feelings as 9 
British planter for the sake qf a large natioi^al iarj 
terest^ which he very erroneously siupposed tq de-» 
pend on the slave trade to the colonies of Spain i 
ajs may be seen in an "Recount of hi« speech Oft 
Thursday last, and of a conver^tion which took^ 
place last might between him, Mr. Francis, aji4 
Mr. Wilb^xforce, respecting a slave-trade alleged 
by Mr. Rose to be now carried on through our fre<^ 
ports in the West Indies, to those colonies. 

Sir William Youi^g shewed by authentic docu- 
ments, that if any such trade exists it mu^t be of 
a narrow extent ; but the truth is, that it canooi^ 
legally exist, at all, either by the law of Spain, 
or by the law of war, as obligatory on all hi« 
Majesty's subjects. 

Mr. Rose overlooking this fact, ^upposed^ in re^ 
ply to Sir William Young, that though the export 
of slaves from our free ports to Spanish colonies 
ipight be very small, yet it was a necessary cover to 
obtain admission for the ships employed in the free? 
port trade by the laws of t^5e colojws into th^ 
Spanish port^; and that under pretence of bringing 
a few slaves they smuggle in our manufactures to 
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i lai|{e amount 5 he feared therefore a great shock 
totiurexiftrng commerce by a suppression of the 
foreign rfave-trade; but if this gentleman's lan- 
guage is accurately reported, he proceeded on no- 
fions of the free-port trade which are radically erro^ 
tieous both in point of fact and of law. 

It is true, that during the last war, for a period 
of about four months, and in consequence of aft 
oversight in drawing up a royal instruction, slaves 
.^re enumerated among the articles which that 
mstruction authorized his Majesty's subjects, or 
Spaniards, to export by special licence from out 
free ports, notwithstanding the existing hostilities* 
But the moment this error was noticed, Mr. Pitt 
explained it in the House of Commons, to have 
proceeded from inadvertency alone, occasioned by 
the copying the catalogue of exportable articles 
from the free port acts, as in force during peace j 
and he indignantly disclaimed the idea of its having 
been intended to relax the law of war for the 
purpose of extending the slave trade. The in- 
istruction, which bore date November 27, 1797, 
Was instantly revoked, and a new one, dated 
March i28, 1798, issued, which omitted slaves m 
ib enumeration. 

From that time to the present, the exportation 
of slaves during war, from our free ports to the 
Colonies of our enemies, has been wholly illegal j 
and would have subjected the ship and cargo 
engaged in it to confiscation in the prize court. 

Prior to the present hostilities wxtii Spain, a pro* 
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^ective instruC;^on was issued; etupowafiog- tht 
governors of the free ports, in the event of a war 
with that power, to grant Jicences in the ^same 
form as in the former war. But surely no man will 
construe this as referring to a rule that existed bj 
mistake for four months, instead of that corrected 
rule, which was in force during all the rest of the 
period referred to. 

Had any such strange construction been put 
upon it in the West Indies, and that fact had come 
to the official knowledge of the Right Honourable 
Gentleman, who is now, very erroneously perhaps, 
stated to have affirmed in Parliament the existence 
of a free port slave trade with our enemies, he 
would no doubt immediately, as a point of private 
as well as public duty, have reported it to the late 
ministers for. Mr. Rose was vice-president of the 
committee of the Privy Council, usually called the 
Board of Trade, from the beginning, I think, of 
the present war with Spain, to the end of Mr. 
Pitt's administration. He would therefore unques- 
tionably, by some means, have guarded his illus- 
trious friend's feelings, and his reputation, from 
the possible charge of having connived ^ a trade 
in the present war, which he had so publicly repu- 
diated during the last. 

It is no disparagement to Mr. Pitt's memory, to 
suppose that he knew as little of the trade of liJew 
Providence, as of that of Tombuctoo. He natU; 
rally relied on his right honourable friends at the 
Board of Trade and Plantations, for watching oyer 
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thosdYemotecotijimercial interests; and thb^efoib 
bad Mr. Rose known of doy such trade as that 19 
ques^on^ it would have been his immediate du^ 
to report ^t to the minister, Jor rather officitUy 
to propose what I apprehend it was in his own 
immediate department to originate, a new foytl 
instruction for its suppression. 
; I verily believe, however, that no such trade t^ 
existed; and therefore Mr. Rose's language in liu$t 
night's debate is probably misrcported. 

The unavoidable inaccuracy in hast^ news- 
paper reports of parliamentary^ speeches, must have 
fcd to other joaistakes, as to the assertions of the 
sune 'respectable gentleman ; for Mr. Rg^ is rer 
pcrt^d to have represented the average vajue of a 
caigo of British manufactures sent in th^sp free 
por slave ships, as being about JC 50,000 sterlingi 
wh^eas, by tbe slave-carrying acts, sloops,. schpo* 
ners^and other small vessels, not having more than 
one c^ck, can alone be employed in the foreign trade 
of th\ free ports. (See the consolidating free port 
act oi45 Geo. III. cap; 57, brought in, I believe, 
under Vlr. Rose's own auspices.) But lest unin- 
formed,reader8 should suppose that such Vessels 
really orry cargoes in general of ^60,000 value^ 
I take Q me to assert, ^nd might appeal to aU 
the nobl and right honourable persons who have 
presided in prize causes at- the Cockpit, within 
eight or Vn years past, to support the assertion^, 
that a ter/^ part of the above sum woukl be aft 
excessive ^timate, supposing^ that an average of 
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Ust tviible ttiBy be hirly tak^ti frbin th& ftiany 
«e^i and ^ai^oes of this distriptkm that har6 
bM9i tte Bubjet IS of a^eal. 

But tiid mo^t im|!»ottant error ascribed by th6 
ftfWs^p^iis *5 this very intelligent gfentleman, is 
^endti^n Aat our nf^nufacttires cannot lavrfiilly 
be introduced from these ports into the Spanish 
nlkynU^^witkMt being accompanu^d by sUtoeSy and 
Ifattt under the coper of carrying slaves they may be, 
and are, import^ there. 

Hcft'e fet me quote part «f this probably erroneouj 
feport, M ^ven in the Moramg Chronicle, lest t 
iirell*informed reader should suppose the strange 
klc^^rm^cy my dwn.^ ^^ Mn FaANCis then saV, 
^ IliM we had this faet, that a cargo of the vatte 
•♦ of jf S0,000, might be sold in these colories, 
•* ufikkr the cover of seven staves, and that it rnnU 
'* not be sold, without this ccver. — Mr. RosE,/rfa 
^ ^sm that fact:* 

NiJW in opposition to this supposed asser* 
tion, I will undertake to prove, that the inter- 
course between otar free ports and the Spaiish co» 
lonitfs is Wholly pft>hibited by the laws ^f thost 
^Dokmies s and that neither seven, nor se^n hiin^- 
dftd slaves, would exempt any vessel eigaged in 
It frcim ^i2«ire and confiscation, if deteted in a 
%Mii^ p(Mt, or by a ISpanish Guarda Costa ; in 
lAidTt, tiat irte tuhoU exis^g commerce itween our 
fN€ jma and the ^^^ish West Indies^ iihntrdband 
^ the Spmrii/h law. 

Here agai»i I cian confidently refer b the Lords. 
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Qouu»issiQner$ of Prize Afij^nh. The fact has re« 
peatcdly fippeared before them ; and I turn only to 
9ne of mwy cases ths^t might be cited^ for tht 
£^lawing extract in proof of it. 

Casje of the Nostra Seignora DSh RotARMt 
J« P. Sanchez^ Master^ heard at the Cockpit, i^ 

This was a licensed Spanish vessel, whicV 1m4 
carried foods from New Providence to the Ha^ 
yannah^ and on her return was seized^ because thei 
term pf h^r licence had expired, and prosecuted 
in the Vice Admiralty Court of the Bahamaa. 

The excuse set up was that of a long detention 
pn th^ coast of the Spanish colony, in consequence 
^$k4 illicit nature of the trade, and the necessitjf q^ 
canceahnent; and the following passage is extracted 
frona the affidavit of the claimant, a merchant of 
New Providence : " That the said Brigantine waf 
** detained some time in the port of Havannah by 
^ an embargo, and by other unavoidable causes, 24 
^* a voyage, which requires to be concealed from the 
** Spanish govemment,^ was prevented from com- 
** pleting the said voyage in sixty days." 

If it supposed that a British merchant wouli 
untruly represent on his o^th a public fact, the 
truth or falsehood of which must be notorious OQ 
the spot? — At least, the Judge of the Vice Ad* 
roirjJty of New Providence, could not be deceived 
by such perjury ; and yet on this evidence he ac-t 
quitted the vessel and cargo, and the Lordf Com-^ 
iwaioners affiraied his sentence. 
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^' In other licenced cases, the subjects of appeal, 
Spanish vessels have been rescued by our cruisers 
6ut of ihe possession of their own Guarda Costas 
which had seized them: and so notorious is the il- 
legality of the trade by the Spanish kw, that false 
papers and destruction of papers, have been con* 
nived at, in our prize courts, in such cases ; on ac» 
count of the known necessity of concealment and 
misrepresentation in the Spanish port^. But in no 
one of these cases has the mask in question been found 
on board; they have carried British manufactures, 
but not a single slave. 

*• Are slaves then in no instance a key to the 
*^ ports of the Spanish colonies ?" There was 
such a case; but it is so far from supporting the 
arguments imputed to Mr. Rose, that if the case 
still exists, it furnishes new ground for the measure 
I here recommend. 

The laws of the Spanish colonies have been 
greatly relaxed in all respects, in consequence* of 
the war, but only in favour of neutral vessels 5 and 
6ven these, during part at least of the late war, 
were obliged to bring slaves, in order to entitle 
tbem to export the produce of the colony, which 
they were allowed to do, to the amount of the pro- 
ceeds of the slaves. It became therefore a pfac- 
f ice in neutraly not British or Spanish vessels, to im- 
port a few slaves ; and- by enormously aggravating 
the proceeds, in fictitious accounts of sales, to ex- 
port colonial produce to a far greater value, while 
under cover of this favoured trade, other merchan- 
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dize was copiously introduced. 'The necessity^ I 
believe, of such pretexts has ceased. 
* But do the neutral slave traders, or even the 
agents pf British slave traders sailing under fo^ 
reign colours, assist the importation of British mer- 
chandize or manufactures into these colonies ?— 
On the contrary, as far as their slave trade in^ 
creases their general dealings with those coloniesy^ 
it favours the introduction only oi foreign European 
manufactures. The truth is, that slave ships from 
Africa, bring no manufactures of any kind, but the 
vessels that carry slaves to the Havannah,and other 
Spanish ports, when they clear out from the neutral 
f^nds, often carry foreign manufactures from 
thence ; and merchants stationed there as general 
agents for the Spanish slave merchants, or for our 
6wn, also supply the Spanish colonies copiously 
with the manufactures, not of this countigr, but of 
France^ Germany^ and Holland *. 

The true state of the case therefore, is not only 
different from, but diametrically opposite to, the 
representation of it ascribed to Mr. Rose* The 
slave trade to the Spanish Colonies, as far as it is 
the source or vehicle of other commerce, rivals 
artd supplants, instead of protecting and extend- 
ing, the trade in British manufactures j and whe- 
ther W!Q supply those colonies through ouf free 
ports with British goods to the amount of three mll-^ 
lions annually, as this gentleman is^ stated to have 



* See note M, in the AppenJUflji to War in Disgnise. 
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i^3flrte^ w ^ IrsAj^ \m^y^y vftt v^Uk ope ^^^l?th 

part of thati(Q}QWit9 tl;^ tr94^> suqh as it ii^ will 
iK^ugsv^t^^ DQt dimiw^e^jk \fy the ^e^ssatiQA of 
tW fi^^gfi stove; tirade. 

It ^(^^QiiK iipapiQ.$siWf} ^«)iwever th?t Mr. ^«% 
speei^ c«n 1k^ rightl)! repprt^d j be<?aMfte if ^4« 
W^r^i^ wc^^siwiy ^(WV f(»r frcie port tw^d^ tbq? <lw 

i»pd{:^y»^^hcp dav^s w^ife; struck put of the ewur? 
i^r^tion}, a^ cQasei^uen%^ Mr. Pitt's explangti^ 
timy sMid the revocatoqr, iustructioA itself, would 
l^ve b^e» 819 ioj^po^itiao! upon Parliament, aod dic^ 
f4^}}c>: of which; neith(9r d^e fnends, xhQt the ene;* 
qquw^ of that gre?| and dignified char^ter, will be*% 
lievQ hup to have been capable. 

O9 the whole therefore ^ere must be mqreihaa 
Qixlipary inaccuracy s/^d blunder, in the report which, 
has c^ll^d forth thesie reparks. 

The reader pertrnpsi may think that, these com- 
me4^?ies pn the parliameutary disqusfiioa have no 
Q^cesjsary cpnnj^ctioi^ with my main subject; 
but the contra^ is. the case;; for if a gentleman, 
l^te so high in office, and the peiQuUar orgau 
of ^ Croyemment in matters of G;oloni^ coio- 
ntpi^e* h^^eaUy stajted s^ucH facts, and supportedr 
sijwh poUticorCQmmercial views in Parliament, at the 
{»e$ei|t critical conjuncture^ and if his^ views, should, 
be gc^jpted ie the House ojf Peecsbi they would- 
r«^.a dififculty, which ift sustainiijig the b^^JiUgei- 
rent rights of my country, I should find it hard to 
surmount. 
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fit wxs fiwAtlyr 2t«ltmm4efifed iii toy late {itirai* 
|Met, ^Mdi^tidi^tictly admits that Oreait Brr- 
tain lias ne right to fKPCfeat neutnJs from ctxTj^t^ 
tm iiny trade with the ixiloniet of liter eoeteies, thst 
flbeis^ tiot^wiUbig to forega bcnetf^^Ifthereftrfe 
vfhvm^ aictnvalfy at this niomeqt supplymg ^tbe 
S^^^ ^rc^DHiie^ witb«kvestiirdughour ^irM{»ort8^ 
M€ d^ivitig through that ^iip^ a cottimtrce Mrottil 
tihme^ mi}K<)«LS Meditvg a ]p«aT ^ and if a bill shotUd 
be Ti]m(td oh ih^e ig^f^iHid that thU «pad^ . ta Msftn* 
tial fiibiWiiMiMa] w^lfel^^ tlMfViit is impMstbii 
«(> tnfdatHhi ^t tieutrd ^atk)fib <mgiit to tie m<* 
•Buitied from supplykg the colonies of oiir eiiei* 
mies with the same article at least; andsnice 
a large pan^ the pmdttcb of Cuba, has of late 
y^r^ been paid, m return for slaves impottedy it 
iiroUM be equally impossible tomaoitaili^Aatwci 
returns may tiot be broagbt irwajr and cnrkd ^ 
ttie best ttiarkets, in oeatttd Tefjsels,— In -shttt, if 
it w^^ a part bf <a» owh fixed«yste«i, that the ho5h 
tile colonies sfeaH be ^up^lied with idav^s by Britith 
anli^ct^dinritig Ae war^ I eaniidth«r on thte grbiind 
irf regard to cm o^nwrfortunate phuitirs^rtfcrdf 
justice to fUe i>eatral poi^t8> find any oon^trtent 
priiidple oi* Which smy part of ti» tule df the war 
1786 worth pMservifig, ttoffht hqw to be ciifwced. 

Quite irrteoncileabie widi the tiew^ ascribed to 
Hf. tLc^ti tv«the reply which J meant to oflfet 
to ^e ibOHt ipeofons argomeat of ibe Amei^tcaii 
Oofemmant) If decision ^ofoid not preclude the 
tttilfty of any teply^-^I caMiDt regard dxoae feeble 
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palliatives to which we hare been driven by the'Jn- 
vasion of our maritime rights to h&ve recourse^ the 
relaxations of our own commercial system, as mny 
better defence to the neutrals by whose conduct 
they were occasioned, than the calling in a surgeon 
to heal a wound, would be to the wrong doer who 
inflicted it. But I never fpr a moment su{)p08ecl 
l^t the licensed trade of our free ports, or any 
father relaxation of th^ law of war, ought to 8urviv!e 
the resumption of our belligfcent rights^ and I.r^ 
garded these innovations on our good old maximf 
of war, as miserable temporising e^pedifnts, which 
ijiightbe brushed away with far more advantage 
than loss. 

The views, estimates, and statements now 
publicly imputed to a late vice-president of our 
board of trade, would, if real, ajid if adopted in 
^Parliament, present a very different case; and a 
construction also imputed to him of a late Act of 
Parliament, would, if I rightly apprehend that part 
of the report, be a source of further embarrassment 

The American author of the ** Examinatioti of 
the British Doctrine," appeared to me to have made 
a veiyunfah' use of that Act, (45 Geo. III. cap. 57, 
sec: 5,) which I regarded, not as meant for operation 
during hostilities, am/ further than as his Majesty's 
relaxations {^ the law of war might give it special and 
temporary efficacy ; but if it really has the effect of 
legalizing an intercourse with the enemy, and con- 
trolling the generallaw of war, without a spefi^l Ur 
cence (which must be the case, if this Act sanctions 
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a trade, not sanctioned by theiree port instructions) 
then the strictures of this writer are fair enough-^! 
must in that case admit it to have been a grand 
and radical innovation, on our own belligerent 
system*. 

I have felt it necessary therefore in every view to 
profit by the unforeseen delay of this pubKcatiout 
till Monday next, and to enlarge its bulk, for the 
eake of entering this protest against the parliament 
tary reports in our newspapers ^ and of adding, 
that if they could be supposed in this instance 
to be accurate, I should as widely and as firmly pro- 
test, against the very respectable authority even of 
Mr. Rose himself. 

* I cannot help thinking this Act very carelessly drawn, as 
well as badly expounded ; for sec. 9. opens the door to a fraud 
that may be very injurious to our planters, by the circuitous 
introduction of French and Spanish sugar and coffee from the 
free ports into this country through our own sugar colonies, witb* 
out payment of foreign duties. 
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"SPEECH 

OF THE HON. J. RANDOLPH, 

ON THE KOX^TMPORTATJON IlESOLinjON OF 
MR. aiUiOG. 



1 AM extremely afraid, rir, that $6 f5sir as it may depend 
on my acquaintance with details connected with the subject^ 
I have yery little right to address yott : for, in truth, I hftVO 
not yet seen the documents from the Treasury, which wef tf 
called for some time ago, to direct the judgment of this 
house in the decision of the question no^ before you; aild 
indeed, after what I have this day heard, I no longer re« 
quire that document, or any other document ; indeed, I dd 
not know that I ever should have required it, to rote oil 
the resolution of the gentleman from Pennsylvania. If t 
had entertained any doubts, they would have been remov^ 
by the style in which the friends of the resolution have this 
morning discussed it. I am perfectly aware, that upon en« 
tering on this subject, we go into it manacled, hand-cufted, 
and tongue-tied . Gentlemen know that our lips are sealed 
on subjects of momentous foreign relations, which are in« 
dissolubly linked with the present question, and which would 
serve to Arow a great light on it in cn^ery respect relevant t6 
it. I will, however, endeavour to hobble over the subject^ 
as well as my fettered limbs and palsied tongue will enable 
me to do it. 

I am not surprised to hear this resolution discussed by its 
friends as a war measure. They say, it is true, that it is 
not a wsir measure ; but they defend it on principles which 

A 
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would justify none but war measures, and seem pleased 
with the idea that it may ^tove th6 forerunner of war. If 
war is necessary ; if we have reached this point, let us have 
war. But while I have life, I will never consent to these 
incipient war measures, which in tlieir commencement 
breathe nothing but peace, though they plunge us at last 
into war. It has been well c^served by the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania, behind me (Mr. J. Clay), that the situation of 
this nation in 1793, was in every respect different from that 
in which it finds itself in 1806. Let me ask, too, if the 
situation of England is not since materially changed ? Gen- 
tlemen, who, it would appear from their language, hate not 
got beyond the horn-book of pojitics, talk of our ability to 
eopc with the British navy, and tell us of ^he war of our re- 
volution* What was the situation of Great Britain- then? 
She was then contending for the emfH^e of the British cban* 
nel, barely able to maintain a doubtful equality with her ene- 
mies, over whdm she never gained the superiority until Rod« 
ney*s victory of the 12th of April. What is her present si- 
tuation? The combined fleets of France, Spain, and Hol- 
land, are dissipated ; they no longer exist. I am not sur- 
prised to hear men advocate these wild opinions, to see them 
goaded on by a spirit of mercantile avarice, straining their 
feeble strength to excite the nation to. war, when they have 
reached thi$ stage of infatuation, that we are an over-match 
for Great Britain on the ocean. It is mere waste of time to 
reason with such persons. They do not deserve any thing 
like serious refutation. The proper argument^ for such 
statesmen are a strait waistcoat, a dark room, water-grud, 
and dtspletion. 

It has always appeared to m^ that there are three points to 
be con^dered, and maturely considered, before we can be 
prepared to vote for the resolution of the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania. First, Our ability to contend with Great 
Britain for the question in dispute; Secondly. The policy of 
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such a contest : and Thirdly, In case both these shall be 
settled affirmatively, the manner in which we can, with the 
greatest effect, re-act upon and annoy our adversary. 

Now the gentleman from Massachusetts (Mr. Crownin- 
shield), has settled at a single sweep, to use one of his favo- 
rite expressions, not only that we are capable of contending 
with Great Britain on the ocean, but that ^^ are actually her 
superior. Whence does the gentleman deduce this infer- 
ence ? Because, truly,at that time, when Great Britain wasnot 
mistress of the ocean, when a Nbrth was her ptime minister, 
and a Sandwich the first lord of her admiralty; when she 
was governed by a counting-house administration, privsu- 
teers of this country trespassed on her commerce. So too 
did the cruisers of DnnkirL At that day Suffirein held 
the mastery of the Indian seas. But what is the case 
now ? Do gentlemen remember the capture of Cornwall 
lis on land, because De Grasse maintained the dominion 
of the ocean ? To my mind no position is more clear, than 
that if we go to war with Great Britain, Charleston and 
Boston, the Chesapeake' and the Hudson, will be invested 
by British squadrons. Will you call on the count de Grasse 
to relieve them, or shall we apply to admiral Gravina, or 
admiral Villeneuve, to raise the blockade? Butyou have not 
only a prospect of gatheritig glory, and, what seems to the 
gentleman from Massachusetts much dearer, to profit by 
privateering,but you will be able to make a conquest of Ca- 
nada and Nova Scotia. Indeed? Then, sir, we shall catch 
a tartar. I confess, however, I have no desire to see the 
senators and the representatives of the Canadian French, 
or of the tories and refugees of Nova Scotia, sitting on this 
floor, or that of the other house-— to see them becoming 
members of the union, and participating equally in our po-^ 
litical rights. And on what other pftnciple would the gen* 
tlemanfrom Massachusetts be for incorporating those pr6-^ 
vinces with us ? Or on what other principle could it be done 
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MtiAer the conaiitution ? If the gentleman has no other 
bounty to offer us for going to war, than the iiiCorppration 
of Canada and Nova Scotia with the United States, I am 
for remaining at peace. 

What is the question in dispute? The carryifig^irade. 
What fart of it ? The fairy the honest, and the useful trade 
that is' engaged in carrying our own productions to foreign 
markets, and bringing back their productions in exchange f 
iZVb, sir; it is that carrying trade which covers enentyhpro^ 
perty., and carries the coffee, the sugar, and other JVest^ 
Jhdia prodtccts, to the mother country , No, sir ; if thig 
^reat agricultural nation is to be governed by Saleoa and 
Boston, New- York a.nd Philadelphia, and Baltimore and 
l^c^olk and Charlestoni let gendemen come out and say 
so ; and let a committee of pubUc safety be appointed from 
those towns to carry on, the government. I, for one, will 
»ot mortgage my property and my liberty to carry on this 
tt^de.^ The nation said so seven years ago ; I said so then, 
tuad I «aj so now. It is not for the honest carrying-drade 
jgf America, hit for this mushroom,^ this fungus of war^ 
/or <i trade uJiich, as soon as the nations of JSurope are at 
peace, wiU-yio longer exist ; it is for this that the spirit cf ava* 
ridous traffic would plunge us into war. 

I am forcibly struck on this occasion by the recollectioii . 
4&t a remsLTk made by one of the ablest, if not honestest, 
jniinsters that England ever produced. I mean Sir Robert 
Walpole, who said that the country g^nitlemen, poor mieek 
fouIs! came up eveiy year to be -sheared; that they laid 
flfiute «nd patient whilst their fleei^s were takii^ eS; but 
thatiflietoiiched a 8if)gieir8$(ir<>f thecomas imerest, 
the whole $iye ^^^as in an uproar^ It was inde^ sheaj^ng 
the hog— ^^ 0r^t cry, ^nd little wool,'* 

But we are aalced, l^re we willii^ to^b^d the neck to 
England; to aubmit to her outrages? No, mr; laasw^r^ 
Ibat it wffl be tiohMfliotic^ for w N> teU g^ndemeif what w^ 
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vUl do to vin£cete the ^olatioo of our £«g pa the OQcai!, 
^rhen tbey sbaU have told us wbat tbey have dooe^ ia n* 
sentHient of the nolatiou of tbe actual territory of tbe Uui- 
ted States by Spain, the true tenritory of the United States 
sot your new-faogled country over the Mississippi^ but 4h|a 
good old United States-^part of Georgia, of the al4 
thirteen states, where citieeas have been lakeo, not from 
our ships, but from our actual territory. When gentiemen 
have taken the padlock from our months, I shaU be read/ 
to tell them what I will do relative to our dispute with Bri- 
tain, on the law of nations, on contrabaud, aad sudb ^uC 
I have another objectioB to this course of proceeding.-*- 
Great^Britain, when she sees it, will say the American 
people have great cause of dissatisfaction with Spain* She 
will see by the documents furnished by the Presideat, thaft 
^ain has outraged our territory ^pirated upon our aymmfrcef 
and imprisoned our citizens; and she will enquke what wf^ 
liave done ? It is true, she will receive no «usMrer;>ut she 
4nust know what we have not done. She will see j^faat we 
have not repelled these outr^es, nor made auy addition tp 
pur army and navy, nor even classed the mititia. No, sir; 
not one of our militia, generals in politics has marshalled 
a single brigade. 

Although I have said it would be time enough to «nsw«r 
Ihe que^MMi^ which.gentlen^a h^^^ put to me, when Hmf 
^ihail have answered nsine; yet^ as i do net hke long proro» 
l^atiom, I wiU give them an answer now. I will never cos* 
«ent to goto war for that which I oaunot |»rqteot. I deem 
it no sacri&:e of dignity to^y to the Leviathan of the de^ 
we are unable to ^oatofid with yon in your omn eknseut, 
but if you come within our actual limits, we will shed our 
last drop of Uood in their d^nce. In such an event, I 
4v:ould fael, ^aot reason^ land ob^ a* impulse whiohxMdicr 
^jvas — ^which Jiev^r cau deofive me. 
'Fvance is «t wv wth Sughnd: <eimioit her poifner on 
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the continent of Europe no greater than it is on the ocean. 
How would she make her enemy feel it ? There would be a 
perfect nort-conductor between them. So with the United 
'States and England; she scaredy presents to us a vulnera* 
ble point. Her €oni7?ierce is carried on y for the most part, in 
•fi0ets; cohere in single ships j^hey are stout and xeell anned; 
very differeiit from=the state of her trade during the Ameri- 
-can war^wben her m^rchanftmen became the prey of paltry 
^privateers. Great-Brifein has been too long at war with 
the three mo^t powerful maritime nations of Europe, not to 
have learnt howto protect her trade. >She can afford convoy 
to it all; she has eight hundi-ed ships ia commission : the 
navies of her enemies are annihilated. Thus, this M^ar has 
presented the new and curious political spectacle of aregu- 
-lar annual increase (and to an immense amount) of her im- 
ports and exports, and tonnage and revenue, and all the 
insignia of accumulating wealth, whilst in every former 
war, without exception, these have suffered a greater or 
less diminution. And wherefbre? Because she has driven 
France, Spain and Holland, from the ocean. Their marine 
is no more. I verily believe that ten English ships of ^he 
line would not decline a meeting with the combined fleets of 
those nations. Iforewaim the gentleman from Massachte* 
Ktttf and his constituents of Salem^ that all their golden 
hopes are vain. I forewarn tliem of the exposure of their 
irade beyond the Cape (f Good^Hope (or now doubling it) 
to cctptvre and confiscation; of their unprotected sea-pprt 
4otcnSy exposed to contribution or bombardment. Are we 
to be legislated into a war by a set of meh, who in six weeks 
after its^ cc^mepcement may be compelled to take refuge 
with us in the country ? 

AtiA for what ? a mere fungufr-^a mushroom produc- 
tioB.of Arar in Europe, which will disappear with the first 
return of peace — an unfair truce. For is there a man so 
sedulous as to beiiive that jeo posses a rnpital, not onljf 
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e^ud to what may be called our tmn proper trdjie^ iut 
large enough also to trans$mt to the respective parent 
states, the vUst and wealthy products of ^ French, Spati^ 
ish, and Dutch colonies ? ^Tis Jmfmd the beUef of any ra^ 
tional being. But this is not my only objection to entering 
upon this naval warfare. I am averse to a naval war with 
any nation whatever. I was opposed to the jiaval war of 
the last administration, and I am as ready to oppose a na« 
val war of tlie present administi^ation, should they meditate 
such a measure. What! shall this great mammoth of the 
American forest leave his native element, and plunge into 
the water in a mad contest with the shark ? Let him be- 
ware that his proboscis is not bitten off in the engagement. 
Let him stay on shore, and not be excited by the muscles 
and perriwinkles oii the strand, or political bears, in a boat 
to venture on the perils of the deep. Gentlemen, say, will 
you not protect your violated rights? and I say, why take to 
water, where you can neither fight nor swim? Look at 
France ; see her vessels stealing from port to port, on her- 
own coast ; and remember that^ she is the first ^military 
power of the earth, and as a naval people, secoad only to 
England. Take away the British ruroy, and France to» 
nwrrffw is the tyrant of the ocean. 

This brings me to the second pouit. Hifsofar is ii poli^ 
tic in the United States to throw their weight into the 
scale of France at this mometit ?-^from whatever motive 
to aid the views of her gigantic ambition — to make her 
mistress of the sea and land — to jeopardise the liberties 
of mankind. Sir, you may help to crush Great- Br itain--^ 
you may assist in breaking down her naval dona'nion, but 
you cannot succeed to it. The iron sceptre of the ocean 
will pass into his hands who wears the. iron croum of the 
land. You may then expect a new code of maritime law. 
Where will you look for redress f I. can tell the gentle- 
jm^n Uom Massachusetts^ that there b nothing in bis Rule. 
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of Thrto ^t will wmwt. eran althoogii bo dbouid out-da 
faiBiadfy and exceed the ftnancwil ifi^naity which he 8o me* 
morably displayed on a ree^at occatiomK*No, sir; let 
the battle of Actiara be onee fought, and the whole line of 
sea-coast will be at die mercj of the conqueror. The At* 
lanticy deep and wide as it is, will prove just as good a bar- 
rier against his ambition, if directed against yeu, as the 
Ateliterranean to the power of the Cesars* Do I mean, 
when I say so, to crouch to the invader ? No, I will meet 
Ihid at the watei:'s edge, and fight every inch of ground 
from thence to the mountains, from the mountains to the 
Mississippi. Bat after tamely submitting to an outrage on 
your domicile, wiU you bully and look big at an insult on 
your flag three thousand miles off? 

But, sir, I have yet a more cogent reason against going 
to war for the honour of the flag in the narrow seas, or any 
other maritiipe punctilio. It springs from my attachment 
to the principles of the government under which I live. 
I declare, in the face of day, that this govemm^it was not 
instituted for the purposes ot qfiimsive war. No ; it was< 
framed, to use its own language, /or the cotmmn dtfence 
and the general welfare, which are inconsistent with offen-^ 
sive war. I call that offensive war, which goes out of our 
jttrisdicubn and limits, for the attainment or protection of 
objects, not within those limits, and that jurisdiction. As, 
in 1796, 1 was opposed to this species of war&re, because 
I believed it would raze the constitutbn to the very foun- 
dation ; so, in 1S06, am I opposed to it, and on the same '■ 
grounds. No sootier do you put the constitution to this 
use — to a test Which it is by no means ccdculated to endure, 
than its incompetency to stK^h purposes become^ naanifest 
and apparent to all. "i] fea)r, if you go into a foreign war for 
a circuitous unfair carrying-trade, you will come out with«- 
out your constitution. Have you not contractors enough 
, in this house ? O j[do you want to be overnmi md devQur'"> _ 

X^^ * In a debate on a bill fixing the prices which the commissioners of the siiui 
' ' iTig fund should not exceed, m their purchases of public debts, Mr. Crownin 
shield had asserted, that three per cent, were worth only half as much as the 
sixes ; in other words, that the*^Talue of the stocks was in the ratio of their 
respective rates of interest^ and net compounded of principal and interest.-- 
Thus, if the 3 per cent, are at 60^, the true valu^of the 6 per cent w<mkl bf 
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ed by commissaries^ and all the vermin of contract ? I 
fear, sir, that what are called the energy *men will rise up 
again — men who will burn the parchment. We shall be 
told that our government is too free ; or, as they would 
say, weak and inefficient. Much virtue, sir, in terms. 
Tb^t we must give the President power to call forth the 
resources of the nation ; that is, to filch the last sfailUpg 
from our pockets— -to. drain the last drop of blood from 
our veins. I am against giving this power to any man, be 
he who he may. The American people must eitlier wiiji- 
hold this power, or resign their liberties. There is no other 
alternative. Nothing but the most imperious necessity 
will justify such a grant. And is there a powerftil enemy 
at our doors ? You may begin with a &rst consul ; from 
that chrysalis state he sooa becomes an emperor. You 
have your choice. It depends upon your election, whether 
you will be a Aree, happy, and united people at home, or 
the light of your executive majesty shall beam across the 
^ Atlantic, in one general blaze of the public liberty. 

/"For my part, I never will go to war but in self-defence« 
/I have no desire for conquests — ^no ambition to possess No- 
va Scotia — ^I hold the liberties of this people at a higher rate. 
Much more am I indisposed to war, when among the first 
ineans for carrying it on, I see gentlemen propose the con- 
fiscation of debts due by government to individuals. Does 
a bonifide creditor know who holds lus paper ? Dare any 
honest man ask himself the question ? 'Tis hard to say whe« 
ther such principles aremore detestably dishonest, thmi they 
are weak ahd foolish* What, sir, will you go about with 
proposals for opening a loan in one hand, and a sponge for 
the national debt in the other ? If, on a late occa^on, you 
could not borrow at a less rate of interest than eight per cent* 
when the government avowed that they would pay to the last 
shilling of the^public ability, at what price do you expect to 
^aise money with an avowal of these nefarious opinio$i$?«-i« 
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God help you ! if these are your ways and tn^Bs fot carfjr- 
ingon war— if your finances are in the hands of such a ohan* 
cellor of tlie exchequer. Because a man can take an obser« 
Oration, and ke^ a log-book and a reckoning ; can navigate 
a cock-boat to the West Indies, or the East; shall he aspire 
to naVigate the great vessel of state — to stand at the helm of 
public councils ? Ne mhr ultra crepidam. What areyou go- 
ing to war for ? For the carrying trade. Already you pos- 
•essisei^n-eigfatlisofit. What is the object in dispute? The 
fairi honest trade, that exchanges the produce of our soil 
l^r foreign articles for home consumption ? Not at alK 

Ycu are ctHed upon to sacrifiee this necessary branch of 
^fiUT iMoigatum^ and the great agricultural intere,sty whose 
luminxaid M i^ to ^opardi^ your best interests, for a cir* 
iuikncs eommeroe^/or the fraudulent protection rf belligerent 
froperHf under your neutral flag. WUl you be goaded by 
Me dreaming calculations of insatiate an^arice, to stake your 
mllf or the protection ofthistradef I do not speak of the proba* 
ble effects of war on the price of our produce ; severely as we 
BAUst feel) we may scuffle through it. I speak of its reaction 
e& the constitution. You may gq to war for this excrescence 
of tbe carrying-trade— rand makepeace at the expense of the 
constitution. Your executive will lord it over ybu, and you 
must make the best terms with the conqueror that you can. 
But ^e gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. Gregg) tellsyou, 
that he is for acting in this, as in all things, uninfluenced hj 
the opinion of any foreign minist^ wh^tever-«-ftMfeign, cmt, I 
presume, domestic. On this head I am wiUing to meet the 
geatl«iiaii> am unwilling to be dictated to by ai^ minister 
«t hon»e or abroad . Is he willing to act on the same indepen-* 
4eiit footing ? I have before protested, and I again protest, 
against secret, irresponsible, overruling influence. The 
•fimt question I asked when I saw the gentleman's riesolution 
was, ^^ Is this a meagre of the cabinet?'* Not an oj^n de« 
dar«dcabii^t, but aa invisible, inscrutable,unconstittttioi)a} 
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cabinet — ^without responsibility, unknown to the constiti!* 
tion. I speak of back-stairs influence, of men who bring 
messages to this house, which, although they do not appear 
on the journals, govern its decisions. Sir, the first questiom 
that I asked on the subject of British relations w^s, what wt9 
the opinion of the cabinet? What meastures will they retom** 
inend to Congress? (well knowing that whateyer measures 
we might take, they must execute them, and therefore tfaitt 
we should have their opinion on the subject.)— My answer 
was (and from a cabinet minister too), " There is no longer 
any cabinet. ^'^ Subsequent circumstances, sir, hare giveik 
me a personal knowledge of the flu:t. It needs no comiii«i£i» 
tary. 

But the gentleman has told you that we t>i»ght to go te 
war, if for nothing else, for tte fur trade. Now, sk, the 
people on whose support be seem^ to csdculate foHoW, let 
me tell liim, a better bu^ness; and let me add^ that whilst 
men are happy at home reaping their own fields, the fruits 
of their labor and industry, there is little danger of their be^ 
ing induced to go sixteen or seventeen hundred miles in pur* 
suit of beavers, racoons or opossums — much less of g6* 
ing to\i^ar forthe privilege. They are better employedwhere 
they are. This trade, sir, may be important to Britain, to 
nations who have exhausted every resource of industry i^ 
home— bowed down by taxation and wretchedness. Let 
them, in God's name, if they please, follow the fur trade. 
They may, for me, catch every beaver iti North America* 
Yes, sir, our people have a better occupation-*-«safe, pro*- 
fitable, honorable employment. Whilst they should be eo^ 
gaged in distant regions in hunting the beaver, they dreads 
lest those whose natural prey they are, should begin to hunt 
them-^should pillage their property, and assass'mate tbdr 
constitution. Instead of these wild schemes, pay off your 
public debt, instead of prating about its confiscation. Do 
PQti I beseech yoU| expose at once your knavery and yow 
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folly. You have more lands than you know what to do with 
—you have lately paid fifteen millions for yet more. Go 
and work them-^and cease to alarm the people, With the 
cry of wolf, until they become deaf to your voice, or at 
least laugh at you. 

Mr. Clmirman, if I felt less regard for what I deem the 
best interests of this nation than for my , own reputation, I 
ehould not, on this day, have offered to address you ; but 
would have waited to come out, bedecked with flowers and 
bouquets of rhetorick, in a set speech. But, sir, I dread 
lest a t<me might be given to the mind of the committee — 
ihcy wiH parddn me, but I did fear from all that I could see, 
or hear, that they might be prejudiced by its advocates (un- 
der pretence of protecting our commerce) in favor of this 
f idiculous and preposterous project-*^/ raye, sir, for onCy to 
flead guilty — to declare in the face of day that I will not go 
to wwrfor this carrying^trade, I will agree to pass for an 
ideoty tf this is not the puhlic sentiment; and you will fnd it 
to your cost, begin the war when you will. 

Gentlemen talk of 1793. They might as well go back to 
theTrcganwar. Whatwasyour situation then ? Then every 
heart beat high with sympathy for France — ^for republican, 
Trainee ! I am not prepared to say, with my friend from 
Pennsylvania, that we were all ready to draw our swords in 
her cause, but I affirm that we were prepared to have gone 
^ great lengths. I am not ashamed to pay this compliment to 
the hearts of the American people, even at the expense of 
their understandings. It was a noble and generous senti- 
ment, whichnations, like individuals, arenever the worse for 
baiving felt. They wer^, I repeat it, ready to make great 
sacrifices for France. And why ready ? because she was 
fighting the battles of the human race against the combined 
enemies of tJbeir liberty — becau^se she was performing ^he 
part which Great Britain now, in fact, sustains— forming 
the only bulwark against universal doniinim* — Knock away 
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her iMtcy^ and where areycuf Under the naval despotism ef 
France^ unchecked^ unqualified by 'any antagemzing milita* 
rypcwer-^^t best but a change of masters. The tyrant of 
the ocean, and the t3rrant of the land, is one and the same^; 
lord of all, and who shall say him nay, or wherefore doest 
thou this thing? Give to the tiger the properties of the 
shark, and there is no longer safety for the beasts of thd 
forests, or the fishes of the sea. Where was this h%h and- 
Britannic spirit of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, when 
his vote would have put an end to the British treaty, that 
pestilent source of evil to this country ? and at a time, too, 
when it was not less the interest than the sentiment of this 
people to pull down Great Britahi and exalt France. Then^ 
when the gentleman might have acted with effect, he could 
not screw his courage to the sticking-place. Then, England 
w^ combined in what has proved a feeble, inefficient coali* 
tion, but which gave just cause of alarm to every friend <tf 
freedom. Naw^ the liberties of the human race are threaten* 
edby a single power ^ more formidable than the coalesced 
world, to whose utmost ambition, vast as it is, the naval f^rce 
of Great Britain forms the only obstacle. 

I am perfectly sensible and ashamed of the trespass I am 
making onthe patience of the committee ; but as I know not 
whether it will be in my power to trouble them again on this 
subject, I must beg leave to continue my crude and desul- 
tory observations. I am not ashamed to confess that they 
are so. 

At the commencement of this session wereceived a print- 
ed message from the President of the United States, breath* 
ing a great deal of national honour and indication of the out- 
rages we had endured, particularly from Spain. I%e was 
specially named and pointed at. She had pirated upon your 
commerce, imprisoned your citizens, violated your actual 
territory, invaded the very limits solemnly estabhshed be« 
twe^n the tW9 nations, by the treaty of San Lorenzo. Some 
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<[>f the state tegislaturei (atnmg otiier^ die very state oil 
vUdi the gentleman from PeMsylvania reliej^ for support) 
tent forward resolutions pledging their lives, their fortunes^ 
and their sacred hononr^ in support of any measures you 
imght take in vindication of your injured rights. Well^ 
sir^ wl^at have you do^e \ You have had resolutions laid 
ppon your table*--gone to some expense of printing and 
SFtationary-x-mere pen, ink, and paper, and that^s all. Uke 
^roe political quacks, you deal only id handbills and nos- 
trums. Sir, I blush to see the reccNrd of our proceedings ^ 
they resemble notbmg but the adverti semei^s of patent m^ 
4icines. Here you have " the Worm Destroying Lozen- 
ges,*' theirs, * Church's Cough Drops,*' — and, to crown the 
whole, **Soatfs Vegetable Specific,'* an infallible remedy 
for all nervous disoi^rs and vertigoes of brain-sick politic 
cians; each man ear^e^tly adjuring you togive hismedicine 
only a fair trial. If, indeed, these wonder-working nos- 
trums could perform but one. half of what they protnise, 
tb^re is little danger of our d3ring a political death, at this 
time at feast. But, sir, m politics as in physic, the doctor 
is oftimes the niost dangerous disease-^nd this I take 
to be our case at present. 

But, sir, why do you talk of Spain ? There are no longer 
Pyrenees* Thare exists no such nation— 'Oo such being 
as a Spanish king, or mimster* It is a mere jugglr play- 
ed cf for the benefit of those who put the. mechanism into 
motion. You know, sir, that yon have no differences with 
Sqpain-^that $he is the passive tool of a superior power^ to 
trhora^ at tbts moment,, you are crouching. Are yniur 
difiere»ces indeed ^h Spain? And where are you going 
to send your pc^itkal panacea (resolutions and handbills 
excepted), your sole arcatiuHi of governnient— your king 
eure-aUf-^To Madrid ? No— you are not such quacks. as 
not to know, where the shoe piBGhesr-n^(? Paris. — You 
know a;t least vhere the disease lies, and tbe^e apply your 
remedy. When the nation anxiously demands.tbe result 
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of yotir delt^en^kms, you hang yoir head*, 9oA Mudi !• 
tftll. ymm-e^frmdio teU.. Your m^uth is btrmetioiUy 
isealed. Your hoaour has receiT^ a wonad which mmt 
^ottakeair. GeiitleiMa daiem>tcoBie forward aadavov 
their work» mich lest defend it in the presence of the aai* 
tiott* Girethem all they «ik, that S|iaiii exists^ and what 
then? 4fUr shrinking Jrom tht Spmmh Jaekmli^ 4k. ym 
prtstmK h Mfy the Brituh Uanf But here k coines out: 
.Brilsdn is yqur riral in trade, and governed, at you ar^ 
hy counting-hwse poUtieianff: yon would sadnfice the 
paramount interesU (tf yow country, to wound that rivaL 
For Spain and France you are earrier»--and freaa cus* 
tenners every indignity is to be endured. Aan4 wbttf is Ae 
fuUnre of this trtuk f Isii that carrying-^Mdi xMeh i 
abroad the fiawt^ tobaceo^ cMau^ 6^, prrk^ fishy mi 
ber of this ^auntty, and brings back i» retumjordgn mii^ 
€l€s necessary for oust axisienee or comfort f No^ sir^ 'lar 
a trade tarried on, the Lord knotpstahereer bywhemi^ 
now doubling Ca4>e Horn, now the Cape of Good Hope» i 
do not say that there is no pcogt in it— for it would not 
tl>en be pursued— 4)ut *tis a trade thai tends to aasiniBatm 
our manaers^ and gwernmenlt to those of the. most cmw 
rupt countries' of Europe. Yes, sir; and yNhtxt a qpsestioa 
of great national nu^kude presents ilself to you, ca«si» 
those who now pmte about national honour and q^ont^ la 
pocket any insuUr-to consider it as. a mere matter of 
diebt and credit, a business of profit and los»— and nothing 
elsej»_ 

The first thing that struck my mind wl»n thi&resdtn-^ 
tlon was laid).on the table was^ unde dertoatur 9 a i^ics* 
tion always put to us at schooL-^whence comeir it?' fe 
this only the ptitative father of the bantling he »taxe<t 
tomaintsun^ or indeed the actual parent, the real progn* 
nitor of the child? or is it the production of the^ cabi^ 
net ? But! knew you had na cainnet f no qrstem. I bad 
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tMtk dispatclies^ reli^ng to Tital measures, laid before 
you^ the day after your final decision on those measures^ 
four weeks after they were recrived; not only tSieir con- 
tentSy but th^r very existence, all that time, unsmpected 
and unknown to men, whom the people fondly believe^ 
aaust, with thdr wisdom and experience, at every impor* 
tant ddiberatiop. Do yoti believe that this system, or ra« 
Aer, this no system^ will do ? I am free to answer it will 
not. It cannot last. I am not so afraid of the fair, open, ccm- 
stitutional, re^mible influence of government ; but I 
shrink intuitively from this left-handed, invisible, irre- 
qfMSi^ble influence, which defies the touch, but pervades 
and ded^es every thing. Let the e!&ecutive come for- 
ward to the l^islature ; let us see whilst <re feel it.^ If we 
cannot rely 4>ti its wisdom, is it any disparagement to the 
gentlemui from Pennsylvania to say that I cannot rely 
upon him ? No, sir, he has mistaken his talent. He is not 
the Palinurus on whose skill the nation, at this trying mo-> 
jQfient, can repose their confidence. I will have nothing ta 
(io with his paper; much less will I indorse it, and make. 
B^i^self responsible for its goodness. I will not put my 
name to it. I ass^t^ that there is no cabinet, tio system, 
no plan. That which I believe in o;ie place, I shall never 
hesitate to say in another. This is no time, no j^ace for 
mincing our steps. The people have a right to know ; 
they shall know the state of their aflairs — at least, as fat 
as I am it liberty to communicate them. I speak from ' 
personal knowledge^ Ten days ago, there had been no 
consultation ; there existed no opinion in your executive 
department; at l^ist, ncme that was avowed. On the 
contrary, there was[^ express disavowal of any opinion 
whatsoever, on the great subject before you: and I have 
good reason for saying, that none has been formed since* 
Some time ago a book was laid on our tables, which, lik^^ 
some other bantlings did not bear the name of its father* 
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Here I W^s' taught to expect a solution of all daubts; ^|i 
tfid to all our difficulties. I^ sir, I were the foe, as I trust 
I am the friendi to this naticm, I would exclaim^ ^< Oh! 
** that mine enemy would write a book." At the very 
outset, in the very first page, I believe, there is a complete 
abandoiunent of the princi^e in dispute. Has any.gentlo^ 
man got the woitf (It nvaj hand^ by otpt of the members.) 
The fii^ position taken, is the broad principle of the u&- 
limitfd fri^diom of trade, between na):ions atpeace^ which 
. the writer endeavours to extend to th« trade between.^ 
fi9Utral and a belligerent power} accom|Kuiied| however 
by thi^ acknowledgmeiit: ^^ But, inasmuch as the tr^Kl^ 
of a i3ieutrai with a belligerent nation mi^t^ in certain spe- 
eial cases, affect thf safety if its antagonut^ usirge, ffuwkd 
m thti frincipU of necessity, has admitted a few excep- 
tions to the general rule/* Whence comes the doctrine of 
eoittraband, blockade, and enemy's property? Now, sij^ 
for what dpes that celelw^ted pamphlet, ** War in Dis^*' 
guise,'^ which is said to have been written under the eyd 
of thr Brimh prime pimist«r, contend, but tl^s ^V'^mu- 
clpie <tf necessity." And tHi$ is abandoned bj this 
pixiijdileteer, at the very ^eshold of the discussion. But 
as if this were not enough, he goes on to assign as a rea- 
son fiMT not referring to the authority of the ancients, that 
V' the groat fih^nge , which hsis taken place in the state of 
manaexai, in the maadms of war, and in the course of com-^ 
mercf, «aake it pretty certain" — (what degree of certainty 
is this?) i* that either n6thing will be foyid relating tq the 
question^ or nothing sufficiently applicable to deserve attet^ 
tion itt deciding i^J* Here, sir, is an apoiifyVof the writer 
£or not disclosing the whole extent of his learning (which 
might h^ve overwhelmed the reader), in the admission, that 
a chvage of circumstances (" in the course of comraierce") 
ha^madbij and,, therefore, win now justify, a total change 
of .^ la^f of nauoi^s. What more could the most'inveti- 
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ttte advocate of English usurpation demand? What elsd 
can they require to establish all, iand even more than they 
contend for ? Sir, there is a class of men (we know them 
very well), who, if you only permit them to lay the founda* 
tion, will build you up, step by step, and brick by brick, 
very neat and shewy, if not tenafcle argumefttj^ To detect 
them, 'tis only necessary to watch their premises, where 
you will often find the point at issue totally surrautered, 
as in this case it is. Again: is th^ n^n kberum any where • 
asserted in this book — ^that Jree ships mate free goods?- — 
No^ sir} the right of search is acknowledged; that enc- 
xny*s property is lawful prize, is sealed, and delivered. 
And after abandoning these principles, wjiat becomes of 
the doctrine, that a mere shifting of the goods from one 
ship to another, the touching at another port, changes di« 
groperty ? Sir, give up this principle, and there is an end 
to^the question. You lie at the mercy of the conscience 
^:^f'% court of admiralty. // Spanish sugar, or French 
coffee, made American property by the mere change of 
the cargo, or even by the landing and payment of tie dU'^ 
ties? Does this operation effect a change of property? 
And when those duties are drawn back, and the sugars 
and coffee re-exported, are they not, as enemas property, 
liable to seizure, upon the principles of the " examination 
of the .British doctrine," &c. And is there not the best 
reason to believe, that this operation is performed in maeif, 
if not in most, cases, to give a neutral aspect and colour to th$ 
merchandize? * 

I am prepared, sir, to be represented as wilting to sur- 
render important rights of thb nation to a foreign go- 
vernment. J have been told that this sentiment is already 
whispered in the. dark, by time-servers and sycophants; 
but if your clerk dared to print them, I would appeal to 
your journals] — I would call fo*' the reading of them y 
but that I know they are not for profane eyes to look t^tt* 
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I cMfess that I im'more ready to surrender to a navd 
power a square league of oceans than to a territorial one 
a squate inch of land, within our limits ; and I am ready 
to meet the friends of the resolution, on this ground, at 
any time. Let them take off the injunction of secresy,— • 
They dare not. — ^They ^re ashamed and afraid to do it. 
They may give winks and nods, and pretend to be wise> 
but they dare not cpme out, and tell the nation what they 
have done, bentlemen may take notes, if they please ) 
but I will never, from any motives short o^ self-defenc«» 
enter upon war. I will never be instrumental to the ambi** 
tious schemes of Bonaparte; nor put into his hands what will 
enable him to wield the world ; and on the very principle 
that I wished success to the French arms, in 1793. And 
wherefore? Becayse the case is changed. Great-Britain 
can never again see the year 1760. Her continental influx 
ence i$ gone £Dr ever. Let who will be uppermost on tke 
c<»itinent of Europe, she must find more than a counter- 
poise for her strength. Her race is run. She can only be 
formidable as a mtuitime power : and even as sudi, per* 
haps, not long. Are you going to justify the acts of the 
last administration, for which they have been deprived of 
the government, at oiu" instance ? Are you going back to the 
ground of 1798-9? 

I ask of any man who now advocates a rupture with Eng- 
land, to assign a single reason for his opinion, that would 
not have justified a French war in 1798, If injury and 
insult abroad would have justified it, weiiad them in abun- 
dance then. But what did the republicans say at that day ? 
That, under the cover of a war with France, the execu- 
tive would be armed with ai patronsqje and power which 
might enable it to master pur liberties. They deprecated 
foreign war and nayies, and standing armies, and loans^ 
and taxes. The delirium passed away^ — ^the good sense 
of. the people triumiJieds — ^and our differences were ac- 
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commodated without a war. And wliat is thttt ip Umt stir 
tuation of England thft invited to waf witkjher? Tif 
true she does not deal so largely jn perfectibility, but the 
supplies you with a niuch more useful cotrimodity— -with 
coarse woollens. With less professions indeed, shfe oc^ 
cupies the {dace of France in 1793. She is thesdle bul- 
war]|i of t^ human race, against universal dominion^^No 
thaqbs to her for it. In protecting her own existence^^ 
she insures theirs, I care not who stands* in this situa* 
tion» \(^hethei: England or Benapirte^^I practise the doc« 
trmes now^ that I professed in 1798.^ Gentlemen may 
Jijint wp the journals if they pleasen— I voted against all 
•u^h projects und^ the administration q£ Jdhn AdainSy 
Ind I wiU eoiuimi^ to do so imder that of Thomas Jeffer-^ 
0^.\ Ax^ you rtot contented with being free and ha|^y 
at it^We? Or will you surrender these blessings, that' your 
m^chanta may tread on Turkish and. Persian carpets, and 
bum .the perfijmes of the east in their vaulted toMt^s. 
Ccentlemen say, 'ti^ but an annual million lost, and #ven 
if it were five times that amount, what is it compared with 
jQwr neutral rights ?— *Sir, let me tell them a hundred mil- 
lions wUl be bwt a drop in the bucket, if once they launch 
without rudder or e ompass, into this ocean of foreign war- 
fare/ Whom do they want -to attack— EngUnd. They 
hope it is a popular thing^^^and talk about Bunker's Hill, 
and the gallant feats of our revolution; But is Biink^'s Hill 
to he the th^re of war? No, sir, you have sdected the 
ocean-^and the object of attack is that very navy which 
prevented the ccanhined fleets of France and Spain from 
levying contribution upon you in your own seas-^— that very 
navy which, in the femous war of 1798, stood between you 
and danger. 

Whilst the fleets of the enfmy were pent up in Toulon, or 
pinioned in Brest j we pw-formed wonders, to be sure ; but, 
sir, if England had drawn oS^, France would hayd told you 
quite a different tale. You would have struck no mcjdals. 
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Thb 19 not t)ie«ort of eonfii(;t that you are to Count Ufkni, if 
you go to war with Great-Bfifain. . ^ini Deuivult perder$ 
prita demmUiU And are you mad enough to t^« up the 
cudgels i^at have been struck from the nerveless hands of the 
three great maritime powers of Eurc^ t Shsdl the plant^er 

>q^ t3K>rt^ge his lit^ CFop> and jeopardise the constitution^ m 
^. «}pport of ccmuaercial n^pnopely ? in the vain hope of satis* 
fying the insatiable gr^ecUn^^ of trade ? Adn>itU3ter the c<»i« 
$titution upon principles for th48 general iyelfare> and not 
for tht benefit of ^y particular A:la$8 of i^n« Do yidu medi^ 
ta£e war for the {)osse9sion of Baton-^Rougei or Mohiley 
jrfaces which your own laws d^are to b^ within your limits ? 
Is it even for the fair trad^tW ei^changes your surplus pro# 
ducts, for such foreign articles as jwp require>^ No, sir* 
^tis for a circuitous traffic — ^an ignis fatuus. %tiA against 
whom ? A nation from whom you have any thing to/ear ? t 
sp^ak as to oux liberties. No, sir, with j^.n^ttion from whom 
you have nothing, or next to nothing, to fesur-Ho the ag^ 
• grandizement of one against which you have every. tbu3g to ■ 
dread. I look to their ability and interestr— not to their di*» 
position. When you rely on that, the f^fe is despers^e. 
Is it to be inferred.from aU^this, that I wouki yield to Greatt 
Britain ? No; I would act towards her now^ as I was disposed 
to do towards France in 1798-9 — treat with her; and for 
the sanje reason, on the same principles. Do I say treat 

?' with her? Ajjthis moment you have a negotiation pending 

with her government. With her you hay^e not tried negoci^ 
ation and failed, totally failed, as ybu hav^ done with Spain^ 
or rather France. And wherefore, under such circumstances, 
this hostile spirit to the one, and this (I won't say what), 
th^other. 

a great deal is said about the laws of nations. What 
'\% national law, but national powei: guided by national inters 7 
est? You yourselves acknowledge and practise upon thfe' 
principle where you can, or where you dare ; with the Cbk 
dian tribes^ for instance. I might give another and m<^ ^9r« . 
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dWe illustration. WiU tke learned lumber of ^our Hbrarifs 
add a ship to your fleet> or a shilling to your revenue ? Will 
it pay or maintain a single soldier ? And will you preach 
and prate of violations of your neutral rights, ^hen you 
tamely and meanly submit to the violation of your territory ? 
Wfll you collar the stealer of your sheep, and let him escape 
that has invaded the repose of your fire side ; has insulted 
your \irife and children imdcr your awn roof ? This is the 
heroism of truck and traffic— *the public spirit of sordid ava- 
rice. Great-Britain violates your flag on the high seas. 

What is her situation!^ GONTfeNDING, NOT FOR THE 
DISMANTLIIIG OF DUNKIRK, FOR QuEBEC, OR PoNDICHERRY, 

BUT FOR London and Westmin^ter^-for life. Her 

ENEMY VIOLATING, A*T WILL, THE TERRITORIES OF OTHER 
NATIONS— ACQUIRING THEREBY A COLOSSAL POWER, THAT 
THREATENS THE VERY EXISTENCE OF HER RIVAL. BuT 
SHE HAS ONE VULNERABLE POINT TO THE ARMS OF HER 
ADVERSARY, WHICH SHE COVERS WITH THE ENSIGNS OF NEU- 
TRALITY. She draws the neutral flag over the 
HEEL of Achilles, And can you ask that adversary 

TO RESPJ&CT IT AT THE EXPENSE OF HER EXISTENCE ? — AND 
IN FAVOUR OF WHOM ?~^AN ENEMY THAT RESPECTS NO 
NEUTRAL TERRITORY OF EuROPE, AND NOT EVEN YOUR OWN. 

I repeaJ that the insults of Spain towards this nation have 
been at the instigation of France : That there is no longer any 
Spain. Well, sir, because the French government do not pat 
this into the Moniteur, you choose to shut your eyes to it. 
None so blind as those who will not see. You shut your 
own eyes, and to blind those of other people, you go into 
conctiitve, and slink out again and say — " a great affair of 
state r* — G^estMegrande affaire d'Etat I — ** It seems that your 
sensibility is entirely confined to the extremities. You may 
'^Ig pulled by the nose and ears, and never feel it ; but let your 
llfeng box be attacked, and you are all nerve — " Let us go 
to war!** Sir, if they called upon me only for my little pecu-^ 
HumXo^ carry it on, perhaps J,«might give it : but my rights 
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ind liberries are involved in the graoit, and I will never mr- 
render them whilst I have life. The gentleman from Massa^ 
chusetts (Mr. Crowninshield>) is for sponging the debt* I 
can nevei: consent to it. I will never bring the ways and 
means of fraudulent bankruptcy into your committee of sup^ 
ply. Confiscation and swindling shall never be found among 
my estimatest^ to meet the current expenditure of peace or 
war* No^ sir. ,1 have said with the doors closed, and I say 
'^^ when they are open, . " pay the public debt." Get rid of 
that dead weight upon your government^ that cramp upon all 
your measures, and then you may put the world at defiance. 
So long as it hangs upon you, you must have revenue, and to 
have revenue, you must.have commerce— commerce, peace* 
.Ajid shall these 'nefarious schemes be advised for Ughtening 
the pqUic burthens? will you resort to these low and pitiful 
shifts ? will you dare even to mention these dishonest arti« 
fices, to eke out your expenses, when the public treasure is 
lavisljed on Turks and infidels ; on singing boys, and dancing 
girls ; to furnish the means of bestiality to an Afirican bar« 
, .barian? 
, Gentlemen say, that Great-Britoin wHl count upon our 
divisions. How ! What does she know of them ? Can they 
ever expect greater unanimity than prevailed at the last Pre- 
sidential election ? No, sir ;. 'tis the gentleman's own con- 
science that squeaks. But if she cannot calculate upon your 
divisions, at least she may reckon upon your pusillanimity* 
She may well despise the resenttnent that cannot be excited 
to honourable battle on its own ground — ^the mere efiusion 
of mercantile cupidity. Gentlemen talk of repealing, the 
British treaty. The gentleman from Pennsylvania should have 
thought of that before he voted to carry it into effect* And 
what is all this for? A point le^hich Great Britain will. not 
abandon to Russi^, you expect her to yield to you. Russia, 
indisputably the second power of continental Europe, with, 
half a million of hardy troops, with sixty sail of the line, 
thirty million of ^bji?cts, a territory more extensive even than 
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"vrhom it is not more th^ policy ohd the interest, than the' sen- 
timent of that govemmetit, to soothe and to conciliate ; her 
sole hope of a diversion on the continent— her only efficient 
ally. What this fbrmidaWe power cannot obtain with fleets 
and armies, you will command by writ— with pot*hooks 
and hangers. I am fot no such policy. True honour h 
always the same. Before you enter into a contest, pubHc 
or private, be sure you have fortitude enough to go through 
with it. If you mean war, say so, and prepare for it. 
Lwt en the other siJc^iehold the respect in which France 
holds neutral rights on land — observe her conduct in regard 
to the Franconian estates of the King of Prussia : I say no^ 
thing of the petty powers^ — if the Elector of Baden^ or of the 
Swiss: I speak of a fir st-r ate monarchy of Europe ^ And at 
d moment too, nvhen its neutrality nvas the object of all 
ethert nearest to the heart of the French Emperor. Jf 
you make f>im monarch of the ocean^ you may hid adieu to 
it for ever. You may take your leave^ sir^ of navigation-^ 
ev€fn of the Mississippi. What is the situation of New Orieans, 
if attached to-morrow ? Filled with a discontented and re- 
pining people^^ivhose language, manners, and religion, all 
incline them to the invader — ^ dissatisfied people, Who, de- 
spise the miserable governor you have set over them— whose 
honest prejudices, and basest passions, alike take part against 
you. I draw my information from no dubious soitrce — from 
a native American, an enlightened member of that odious 
and imbecile government. You have official information that 
the town and its dependencies are utterly defenceless and 
ilt>teniJ>k — A firm belief, that apprised of this, government 
Wou^ do s<?mething to put the place in a state of security, 
srlone has kept the American portion of that community 
<jtuet. You have held that post — you now hold it by the 
tenure of the naval predomimuice of England, and yet you 
ar? fpr a British naval war. 
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Tbcre ate now two great commercialnationd. Great- 
Britain is one— we are tlie other. When you consider 
the many points of contact between our interests, you 
may be surprised that there has been so little coUisioo. 
Sir, to the other belligerent nations of Europe your navi- 
gation is a convenience, I might say, a necessary. If you 
do not carry for them, they must starve, at least for the 
luxuries of life^ which custom has rendered almost indis- 
^pl^ble. And, if you cannot act with some degree of 
-^irit towards those who are dependent upon you, as car- 
riers, do you reckon to brow-beat a jealous rival, who, 
the moment she lets slip the dogs of war, sweeps you, at 
a blow, from the ocean ? jindf cut bono? for whose btne- 
jit?— The planter?— Nothing like it:— The fairy honesty 
real American merchant? — No^ sir'—For renegadoes ; to^ 
day American — to-morrow , Danes. Go to war when you 
willy the property^ now covered by the American^ will 
then pass under the Danish j or some other neutre^l flag. 
Gentlemen say, that one English ship is worth three of 
ours: we shall therefore have the advantage in 4)rivateer- 
ing. Did they ever know a nation get rich by privateer- 
ing? This is stuff for the nursery. Remember that your 
products are bulky — ^as h^i been stated* — ^that they re- 
q[uire a vast tonnage. Take these carriers out of the mar- 
ket: — ^What is the result ? The manufactures of England, 
which (to use a finishing touch of the gentleman's rheto- 
ric) have received the finishing stroke of art, lie' in a small 
comparative compass. The neutral trade can carry them. 
Your produce rots in the warehouse — You go to Statia or 
St. Thomas's, and get a striped blanket for a joe, if you 
can raise one— Double freight, charges, and commission : 
Who receives the profit ?-^The carrier. Who pays it?— 
1*he consumer. All your produce that finds its way to 
England must bear the same accumulated charges — with 
this differeace:— that there the burden fells on the home 
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price. I appeal to the experience of tbe last war«-»which 
has been so often cited. What, then, wjsls the price of^ 
produce, and of broadcloth ? , * . • 

But you mre toli England wiUjvot viake war^^she has 
htr hands full. — Holland calcujated in the game way, ia 
178i:-*-How did it turn out? You stand now in the place 
of Holland, then^^without her navy, unaided by the pre* 
ponderating fleets of France and Spain— to say nothing 
, of the Baltic powers. Dp you want to tak^ up the cudgels 
ig^here these great maritime powers have been forced to 
drop them? to meet Great-Britain on the ocean, and 
drive her off its face ? If you are so far gone as this, every 
capital measure of your policjr has hitherto been wrong. 
You should have nurtured the old, and devised new sys^^* 
teifis of /luifation— -have qherished your navy,— Begin ibis 
business when you may, land-taxes, stamp-^cts, window- 
taxes, heartb-money, excise, in all its modifications of vex- 
ation and oppression, must precede, or follow after. But, 
sLti as French is the fashion of the day, I may be asked 
for my projet. I can readily tell gentlemen what I will 
7iot do, / win not propitiate ani/ foreign nation with money, 
I will not launch into a naval war with Great Britain, aU 
though I am ready to meet her at the Cow-pens, or Bun- 
ker's Hill. And for this plain reason. We are a great land 
animal and our business is on shore. I will send her no 
money, sir, on any pretext whatsoever, much less on pre- 
tence of buying Labrador, or B^otany Bay, when my real 
object was to secure limits, which she formally acknow. 
lc<%ed .at the peace of 1783. I go further — I would (if 
any thing) have laid an embargo. This would have got 
our own property home, and our adversary^ into our 
power. If there is any wisdom left among us, the first 
step towards hostility will always be an embargo. In six 
months all your mercantile megrims would vanish* As 
to us, although it would cut de^, we cim stand it. Witfa^ 
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eut such a precaution, go to war when you will, you go t6 
the walL As to debts — strike the bfiiance to-morroWf and 
JSpgland is I Mieve in our debt. 

I hope, sir, to be excused for proceeding in this desul- 
tory course. I flatter myself I shall not have occasion agaiA 
to trouble you*— I know not that I shall be able— certainly 
not willing, unless provoked in self-defence. I ask your 
attention to the character of the inhabitants of that southern 
country, on whom gentlemen rely for support of their mea* 
sure. Who and what are they ? A simple, agricultural 
people^ accustomed to travel in peace to market, with the 
produce of their labor. Who takes it from us ? Another 
people devoted to manufactures — our sole source of supply,' 
1 have seen some stuff in the news-papers about maniifiaic- 
ture^ in Saxony, and about a jnan who is no longer the 
chief of a dominant f action. The gf latest man whom I ever 
knew^^the ihimortal autborof the letters of Curtius— has 
remarked the proneness of tunniing people to ^vrap up and 
disguise in well-selected phrases, doctrinestoodeformed and 
dete^able to bear exposure in naked words ;— by a judici- 
ous choice of ^ithets, to draw the attention from the lurk- 
Ihg principle beneath, and perpetuatedelusion. — Butahttle 
while ago, and any man might be proud to be considered 
as die head of the republican party. Now;-, it seems, *tis 
repro^hful to be deemed the chief of a doYnindnt faction. 
Mark tb^ magic words ! Head, chief. Republican party, 
dominant faction. But as to these Saxon manufactures. 
What became of their Dresden China? Why the Prussia^ 
bayonets have broken all the pots, and you are content with 
Worcestershire or Stafibrdrfiii^e ware. There are som^ 
other fine manufactures on the continent, but no supply ^ 
except, perhaps, of linens, the article we can best dispense 
with. A few individuals, sir, may have a coat of Lou- 
Tiers cloth, or a service of Seve Ghini — but there is to6 
-Rttle, and that little too dear, t<) fiufniah the jiation. Yoft 
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9)u$t depend on the fiii^ trade in earnest, and wear bu&Io 
hides and bear ^kins. 

Can any man, who understands Europe j pretend to say, 
that a particular foreign policy is How right, because it 
would have been expedient twenty, or eyen ten yewrs ago, 
without abandoning all regard for common sense ? Sir, it is 
the statesman'^ province to be guided by circumstances, to 
anticipate, to foresee them-— to give them a course and a 
direction-— to mould them to his purpose. It is the business 
of a compting-house clerk to peer into the day-book and 
ledger, to see no further than the spectacles on his nose, to 
feel hot beyond the pen behind his ear— to chatter in coffee- 
houses, and be the oracle of clubs. From 1783 to 1793 and 
even later (I don't stickle for dates), France had a formi- 
dable marine*-^o^|>ad Holland — so had Spain. The two 
first possessed ^.^iving manufactures and a flourishing 
commerce. Great Britain, trembUngly alive to her manu* 
facturing interests and carrying^trade, would have felt to 
the heart ajvy measure calculated to favor her rivals in thesa 
pursuits — She would have yielded then to her fears and her 
jealousy alone. What is the case now ? She lays an export 
duty on her manufactures, and there ends the question. If 
Georgia shall (from whatever cause) so completely mono- 
polize the culture of cotton as to be able to lay an export 
duty of three per cent, upon it, besides taxing its cultiva- 
tors, in eyery other shape that human or infernal inge- 
nuity can devise, is Pennsylvania likely to rival her and 
take away the ti*ade? 

But, sir, it seems that we, who are opposed to this rei^ 
solution, are m^n of no nerves — who trembled in the dajrs 
of the British treaty — cowards (I presume) in the reign of 
terror i Is this true ? Hunt up the journals ; let our Actions 
tell. We pursue our unshaken course. We care not for 
the nations of Europe, but make foreign relations bend to 
©tjf political pjriRciples, and subserve our country's interest. 
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yXTt havjB no wish to see another Actium, or Pharsalia, or 
the lieutenants of a modem Alexander, playing at piquet, or 
all-fours, for the empire of the world. Tis poor comfort 
to us, to be told that France has too decided a taste^for 
luxurious things to meddle with us ; that Egypt is her ob- 
ject, or the coast of Barbary, and at the worst, we shall 
be the last devoured. We are enamoured with neither 
nation — ^we would play their own game upon them, use them 
for our interest and convenience. But with all my abhorrence 
of the British government, I should not hesitate between 
Westminster-Hall and a Middlesex-jury, on the one handy 
and the wood of Vincennes, and a file of Grenadiers, on 
the other. That jury-trial which w;dked with Home TookQ, 
and Hardy, through the flames of ministerial persecution^ 
is, I confess, more to my taste> than the trial of the 
Duke d'Enghien. 

Mr. Chairman, I am sensible of having detained the com- 
mittee longer than I ought — certainly much longer than I 
intended. I am equally sensible of their politeness, and not 
less so, sir, of your patient attention. It is your own indul- 
gence, sir, badly requited indeed, to which you owe this per- 
secution. I might offer another apology for these undigested^ 
desultory remarks; my never having seen the treasury 
documents. Until I came into the house this morni|ig, I 
have been stretched on a sick bed. But when I behold the 
af&irs of this natioh instead of being where I hoped, and the 
people believed they were, in the hands of responsible men, 
committed to Tom, Dick, and Harry — to the refose of the 
retail trade of politics — ^I do feel,. I cannot help feeling, the 
most deep and serious concern. If the executive government 
would step forward and say, " such is our plan— such is our 
opinion, and spch are our reasons in'isupport of it," I would 
meet it fairly, would openly oppose, or pledge myself to sup- 
port it* .But without compass or polar star, I will not launch 
into an ocean of unexplored measures, \?hich st4$id con- 
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demned by all the information to which I have access. The' 
constitution of the United States declares it to be the pro- 
vince and the duty of the President ^^ to give to Congresst 
from time to time, information of the state of the union^ 
and recommend to their consideration such measures as he 
shall judge expedient and necessary." Has he done it? 
I know, sir, that we may say, and do say> that we are inde- 
pendent $ (would it were true) as free to give a direction to 
th^ executive as to receive it from him. But do what you 
UriU, foreign relations-— every measure short of war, and 
even the tourse of hostilities, depend upon him. He stands 
it the helm^ and must guide the vessel of state. You give 
him momcy to buy Florida, and he purchases Louisiana.-— 
Ydumay furnish means -^ the application of those means rests 
Irith 1^. Let not the master and mate go below when the 
ship is in distress, and throw the responsibility upon the 
ct)6k ind the cabin-boy. I said so when j;o\ir doors were 
AitH : I scorti to say less now that they 2ire open. Gentle- 
ftien may saiy what they please. They may put an insignificant 
hi^vidual to the ban of the Republic; .1 shall not alter my 
course. I blush with indignation at the misrepresentations 
which have gone forth in the public prints of our proceedings, 
puUic and private. Are the people of the United States, 
the real sovereigns of the couiitry, unworthy of knowing 
%rhat, there is too much reason to believe, has be^n commu- 
nicated to the privileged spies of foreign governments? 
I tMiSic our citizens just as well entitled to know what has 
paissed, ^ the Marquis Yrujo, who has bearded your Presi- 
dent to hw face, insulted your government within its own 
peculiar jurisdiction, and outraged all decency. Do you 
mistake this diplomatic puppet for an automaton ? He has 
€Hrdeirs^ for all he does. Take his instructions from his pocket 
to-*iorrow, they are signed " Charles Maurice Talleyrand.'* 
Let the nation know what they have to depend up<^* Be 
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true to them, and (trust me) they will prove true to them- 
selves and to you. The people are honest ; now at home at 
their ploughs, not dreaming of what you are about. But the 
spirit of enquiry, that has too long slept, will be, must be, 
awakened. Let tHem begin to think ; not to say such things 
are proper because they have been done — ^but what has been 
done ? and wherefore ? — and all will be right. 
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